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Introduction - what we’ve achieved this year 

The Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust 
(ELGT) has once again succeeded in delivering a 
wide ranging and innovative project programme 
over the past year.   
 

From small and local, to large-scale and 
ambitious, the Trust’s team has developed and 
delivered a range of projects which respond to 
the ever-changing backdrop of policy and 
funding, while remaining true to its main 
objectives: those of improving our local 
greenspaces and involving communities in those 
spaces, for health and wellbeing. 
 

Despite the continuing challenges of a difficult 
economic climate and ever tightening funding, 
ELGT has maintained a positive approach to the 
development and delivery of its programme of 
work, always seeking to improve delivery, to 
develop staff and to respond to the needs of the  
communities we work with. 
 

Highlights this year have been continuing work 
on the cycleways as part of the high profile 
Innertubemap project, a project which has been 
as much about the promotion of active travel as 
it has about physical improvement.  Community 
growing has become a cornerstone of ELGT’s 
programme, supporting over 20 projects, from 
funding and development, right through to 
construction and growing workshops. 
 

CSGN and Forestry Commission funding  has 
enabled us to renew our focus on woodland and 
green network projects, while ongoing core 
support from Scottish Natural Heritage and the 
City of Edinburgh Council has enabled us to 
keep on doing what we do, supporting the 
delivery of the entire programme. 
 

And finally, our work is all about partnership 
and we’d like to thank all those who have 
contributed to our work over the past year, 
whether through funding, volunteering, 
support, development of ideas, co-working or 
supporting our events and activities - we really 
appreciate it! 

This year we... 
 Delivered 54 community volunteering events, 

involving 506 volunteers 
 Delivered 588 community events 
 Delivered 60 environmental education 

workshop sessions 
 Engaged with 3,655 individuals 
 Delivered  38 eco-education sessions working 

with 340 children 
 Carried out 21 therapeutic environmental 

sessions with 27 mental health patients,  
enabling 16 to achieve their John Muir Awards 

 Planted 260 sqm of biodiversity rich herbs, 
wildflowers and shrubs 

 Planted 3,620 trees 
 Created 6,675 sqm of amenity grassland 
 Installed 8 seating areas 
 Improved two play areas &installed two new 

goal end units 
 Created 29 new raised beds for community 

growing 
 Carried out 61 site visits to existing, potential 

and new community gardens 
 Supported 56 individuals to access community 

growing projects with at least 35 going on to 
join a project 

 Developed and managed a small grants 
scheme for community growing, funding 11 
projects 

 Supported and developed 12 new gardening 
projects, small and large 

 Created Grow Your Own Guide & Herb 
booklets, for distribution to community 
growers 

 Supported 25 local groups to develop their 
own greenspace improvement projects 

 Installed one greenhouse 
 Helped two projects develop and fund their 

community garden projects, valued at £280k 
 Carried out 11 consulations 
 Created 28 new allotment plots 
 Created and improved 1,235m paths 
 Installed 195m fencing 
 Created new Green Innertubemap 
 Managed 18 hectares woodland 
 Developed 2 successful SRDP applications and 

developed 2 woodland management plans 
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IMPROVING  
GREENSPACES 
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Barony Community Garden 
Project value £1,480 
Funders  Friends of Barony Community 
  Garden  
Location City Centre, Edinburgh 

Outcomes 
 To encourage volunteering 

 To improve biodiversity 

 To build social capital and community 
involvement 

Outputs 
 Delivered two community planting sessions 

 Delivered 1 further advice session on care of 
plants 

 Cleared and planted 3 raised beds 

 Engaged with 40 volunteers 

 Developed a herb booklet  

The Project 
ELGT worked with the Broughton Project Group and 
the Council several years ago, on a project to 
improve Barony Park, an under-used and sad play 
park, transforming it into a well-used and much 
loved play garden.  The original design included 
giant stone planters which had included herbs for 
community use.  As these had become rather 
overgrown, the group asked ELGT to lead two 
sessions, firstly to clear the beds, then to plant them 
up with new herbs and climbers, with the aim of 
encouraging volunteering and to help the 
community take care of the herb beds themselves. 
 
We delivered two sessions which were well 
attended by members of the local community and 
we also provided advice on care of the plants, as 
well as a booklet on how to use the herbs in 
cooking. 



6 

 

Greendykes Courtyard  Project value £10,000 
Funders  PARC 
Location South East Edinburgh 

Outcomes 
 To improve urban green infrastructure  

 To develop a sense of ownership and 
community amongst residents 

 To reduce anti social behaviour 

 To encourage positive use of a shared 
greenspace  

Outputs 
 44 people engaged in meetings, consultation 

and planting activities 

 1 consultation BBQ held 

 Results distributed to 77 households 

 1 follow-up meeting with residents held 

 1 community tree planting event held 

 6 fruit trees planted  

 800 shrubs planted 

 325 sqm amenity grassland created 

 3 seats installed 

The Project 
ELGT was commissioned by Parc to develop the 
courtyard area behind one of their new 
developments in Craigmillar. This aimed to improve 
the site’s appearance and to increase residents’ 
sense of ownership of the space and involve them in 
making decisions about their open space. 
 

ELGT worked with Parc and local Housing 
Associations (CastleRock Edinvar and Link Housing) 
to engage with residents. An initial meeting was 
held, followed by a community consultation BBQ 
which was attended by 20 local residents. Results 
from the consultation were distributed to all 
residents, and a Phase B was developed in 
accordance with the findings.  
 

Consequently, a number of improvements have 
been implemented in the courtyard area including 
new shrub planting, turfing, the installation of 
benches and the planting of fruit trees. The trees 
were planted as part of a community event which 
attracted 17 residents and involved a range of ages 
and ethnicities.  
 

A number of residents have expressed an interest in 
running their own community events in the 
courtyard and in helping to maintain it. Once Phase 
B has been completed, it is hoped that residents will 
feel encouraged to take ownership of the space and 
develop more community activities.  

greenspace improvement - regeneration - community -  business education- health & wellbeing - greenspace improvement - biodiversity- community 
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Fort Kinnaird Shopping Centre Project value £2,819 
Funders  British Land 
Location East Edinburgh 

Outcomes 
 To make an urban space more 

environmentally friendly by increasing 
biodiversity 

 To support environmental education by 
engaging children and adults with nature 

 To promote healthy eating by growing herbs 

 To create a ‘green oasis’ in a retail 
environment  

Outputs 
 4 biodiversity-rich beds  created 

 30 biodiversity-enhancing plants planted 

 15 children from Niddrie Mill Primary School 
engaged 

 1 interpretive panel installed  

The Project 
The work at Fort Kinnaird in 2012 was an extension of previous work undertaken in partnership with the 
management team at the retail park. ELGT has been involved with Fort Kinnaird over the past four years, 
working alongside management and maintenance staff to involve the local community and to improve 
biodiversity in the area. 
 

This year we developed a small site in the middle of the retail space designing and constructing four 
triangular-shaped beds. The beds were then planted with biodiversity-enhancing plants such as poppies, 
echinacea, yarrow and buddleia, as well as a number of herbs. The primary 6 class from Niddrie Mill Primary 
School in nearby Craigmillar helped to plant out the beds as part of a biodiversity workshop, and also took 
seeds back to the school.  An interpretive panel was designed and installed that contains information about 
the project, gives details about the plants, and includes a QR code link to the ELGT web page with more 
information and recipes. The area has been maintained throughout the year and is still thriving. It is hoped 
that we can continue to work with Fort Kinnaird to further develop other opportunities for biodiversity 
improvement and community engagement. 

eco-education - health & wellbeing - green networks - business - community 
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The Project 
This project upgraded and moved an existing play area in St Margaret’s Park in Corstorphine, in West 
Edinburgh. The existing site was restricted in size by the park boundary and was always in shade due to the 
adjacent flats and trees.  The new site is larger, allowing expansion and the installation of a greater range of 
equipment, and better located, away from a local sheltered housing complex and flats.  
 

The original play area has been very well used and maintained over the years, but the original worn-out 
equipment needs to be removed and replaced, due to age and general wear and tear.  Following 
consultation on the new equipment, a new design was drawn up for the site and the play park was relocated 
with new cradle swings, climbing frame, trampoline and flying fox. Existing, re-usable equipment was also 
moved from the old site and relocated, including a springer, roundabout, swings and basket swing. 

St Margaret’s Park Project value £74,031 
Funders  City of Edinburgh Council, WREN 
Location West Edinburgh 

Outcomes 
 To improve opportunities for outdoor play and 

recreation  

 To improve health and well being through 
outdoor activities 

 To increase the number of children using the 
facility 

Outputs 
 Remove worn out play equipment 

 Relocate 3 items of play equipment 

 Supply and install new surfacing 

 Install 4 further items of play equipment, a 
bin, a bench and fencing. 

play - health & wellbeing - greenspace improvement - community play - health & wellbeing - greenspace improvement - community 
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King George V Bridge—Teen 
Space 

Project value £56,387 
Funders  Biffa Award, City of Edinburgh Council 
Location Edinburgh City Centre 

Outcomes 
 Increase opportunities for play and outdoor 

recreation for young people 

 Improve greenspace infrastructure in the 
urban environment 

 Provision of a community events space 

Outputs 
 Development of a project funding package 

 Management of tender process 

 Installation of play features 

 Creation of terraced ‘amphitheatre’ area 

The Project 
ELGT has been working with the local Friends group 
and City of Edinburgh Council to create a new play 
space in this City Centre park.  The space has been 
designed specifically to accommodate older children 
and young teenagers and the project was initiated 
by local young people, in response to a lack of 
suitable ‘play’ or gathering space for this age group. 
 
The project has installed a series of sculptural play 
items which bring colour and interest to the park, 
while complementing the existing features of the 
existing architectural heritage of the old railway 
tunnels and platforms, the original usage of the site.  
The project will also include a period of engagement 
once the site is complete, to engage local young 
people with area once more.  There is also a vision 
for the future to use the site as a possible Fringe 
Venue. 
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HEALTH & WELLBEING 
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Branching Out Project value £23,751 
Funders  Forestry Commission Scotland 
Location Various sites 

Outcomes 
 Improve the quality of life for adults 

experiencing long term mental health 
problems 

 Promote greenspace on referral as an option 
to patients and users of mental health services 

 Increase and strengthen the evidence base for 
mental health benefits attributable to 
woodland activities 

 Encourage the development of effective 
partnership working between forestry and 
health, social care and voluntary service 
providers 

 Develop effective referral protocols, risk 
assessment tools, safety management and 
user involvement processes. 

 Support the health sector to use the outdoors 
more in public health policy and highlight the 
potential for green environments to make a 
significant contribution towards health 
improvements.  

Outputs 
 Delivery of two 12-week programmes with 

community mental health support groups 

 Delivery of one 9-week programme with 
forensic and rehabilitation groups 

 Engagement with 27 mental health service 
users , 33 sessions in total 

 18 John Muir ‘Discovery’ Awards achieved 

 7 organisations with further opportunities 
attended celebration events.  

“Thank you for making a huge 

change to my personal life and 

helping me to re-find my 

confidence bit by bit”  

health & wellbeing - volunteering - skills development- community 
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The Project 
ELGT has been delivering Branching Out programmes in the East of Scotland since 2010, in conjunction with 
NHS Lothian and the Forestry Commission Scotland. Three different groups took part in Branching Out 
programmes in the past year. These included a range of mental health service users, from people attending 
community mental health drop-in support to forensic in-patients with NHS services. Each group participated 
in a number of woodland-based activities including conservation, fire-lighting, bushcraft skills, woodland arts 
and crafts, tree and wildflower identification, bird watching, mindfulness, pond dipping and willow weaving.  
 
Activities took place in three different woodland sites in Edinburgh and Midlothian: Meadowfield Park, the 
Hermitage of Braid, and Dalkeith Country Park. As part of the conservation included in the programme, 
participants achieve their John Muir discovery level award. The group also visits the John Muir birthplace in 
Dunbar, as well as Redhall Walled Garden and the Union Canal. 
 
In 2012, we worked with a group from Dunedin Harbour Hostel, linked with the Access Practice project. This 
service delivers health and wellbeing support to homeless people whose support needs include mental 
health and substance misuse.  This was the first time we had worked with this group, which proved to be 
challenging but very rewarding. It was interesting to see the group’s interaction with the greenspace and 
with each other as the programme progressed, and significant gains were achieved by a number of 
participants. 
 
Each programme culminates in celebration events which are organised with input from the participants. 
Attendance, tool use and John Muir Award certificates are all presented at the events. The celebration is also 
a way for participants to find out about organisations and activities; representatives from conservation 
charities and activity providers speak at the event and encourage participants to find out more about future 
opportunities. The past three celebration events have included speakers from Volunteer Centres, the John 
Muir Trust at Glenlude, Venture Scotland, TCV, Re-Union Canal Boats and the Royal Edinburgh Community 
Garden. 
 
Funding has been secured to deliver a further three Branching Out programmes in the next financial year 
that will include a training element for assistants from partner organisations. 

health & wellbeing - volunteering - skills development- community 
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BME Programme 2012-13 Project value £2,128 
Funders  Forestry Commission  
Location Various 

Outcomes 
 To improve health and wellbeing  

 To encourage positive outdoor activities, such 
as cycling, walking and environmental 
education  

 To provide opportunities for social interaction  

 To help address inequalities by addressing 
barriers to accessing greenspace  

 To raise awareness of the natural 
environment  

 To raise awareness of the benefits of 
woodlands as places for healthy living and 
enjoyment  

 To encourage groups and individuals to 
continue visiting greenspaces in the future  

Outputs 
 3 events organised  

 2 events delivered  

 16 participants  

 Worked with Muslim Women’s Association of 
Edinburgh  

The Programme 
We worked with Muslim Womens Association of Edinburgh to deliver outdoor woodland activities, 
particularly in urban deprived areas where they would be less likely to use and visit open spaces, due to a 
number of barriers. We worked with group leaders to identify suitable locations and activities for the events 
and to provide an educational element to the day. Trips were tailored to meet groups’ needs in terms of age, 
accessibility, culture and language. 
 

 We visited the Innocent Railway path as the group had expressed an interest in exploring the paths 
networks of Edinburgh, where they could walk and cycle safely with their children and away from the 
roadside where they would usually walk. We included some environmental art, creating a story stick 
and exploring the woodland. Rather than using bus transport, the members of the group walked to a 
central meeting point then we all walked on to the paths.  

 We delivered a guided walk around Harlaw Reservoir in the Pentlands Regional Park.  The group had 
expressed an interest in seeing somewhere that was accessible, that they had never been before, 
which they were unfamiliar with the area at Harlaw.  The group was picked up at a central point in 
Edinburgh by minibus and brought out to the Harlaw and then they were dropped back off.  The walk 
which lasted around 2 hours was a real success and everyone learned a lot about the area and also 
visited the wildlife garden whilst they were there.  Everyone said they would enjoy the opportunity to 
see the area during different seasons! 

 Another walk was organised but the ladies cancelled in the week leading up due to the very cold 
weather  

The outcomes were very positive, the group are keen to do further events with us and are very positive 
about the benefits of being in a natural setting and what that can bring to health and wellbeing.   

“It was great to take the kids along 

with their bikes and tell them all 

about the area.” 

health & wellbeing - volunteering - skills development- community 
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Wester Haven Project value £5,568 
Funders  People’s Postcode Trust 
Location Wester Hails, South West Edinburgh 

The  Project 
Wester Haven was established last year as a partnership between MacMillan and the Wester Hailes Health 
Agency, to establish a cancer centre in Wester Hailes, Edinburgh  The ethos of the Wester Haven is to 
provide a friendly, supportive and caring environment for people affected by cancer and they put in a great 
deal of work to make the interior of their centre a comfortable and pleasant place. 
 
ELGT were approached by Wester Haven to improve the outside of their building, previously a tarmac car 
park, to make the approach to the centre more welcoming and friendly, and to provide an outdoor space 
that would add to the therapeutic experience of the centre. This is through the improvement of the visual 
appearance of the space, as a place where people can get involved in activities and as an extension to the 
centre itself, where counsellors can sit and talk with people outside in a pleasant, calming environment. 
 
The outdoor space now looks and feels really welcoming and the Wester Haven team is delighted with the 
result. A number of Wester Haven clients were very quick to come forward and volunteer to look after the 
garden, gaining real enjoyment in looking after the planters.  

Outcomes 
 To creating a welcoming and friendly 

approach to the building 

 To build positive links between quality 
greenspace and health 

 To provide a therapeutic space for growing 

Outputs 
 Construction of 6 robust raised beds 

 Installation of seating  

 Delivery of planting sessions 

 Planting a mix of biodiversity friendly and herb 
beds 

health & wellbeing - volunteering - skills development- community 
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GROWING SPACES 
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Community Gardening  
Development 

Project value £25,500 
Funders  Health Improvement Fund: City of 
  Edinburgh Council & NHS Lothian  
Location Citywide 

Outcomes 
 Develop a community gardening network 

across Edinburgh 

 Promote equality and participation across 
diverse communities of interest  

 Build social capital between groups and 
individuals.   

 Identify gaps and barriers in provision and 
accessibility of community gardening projects  

 Improve health and wellbeing, social bonding 
through community gardening and outdoor 
activities 

 Support community garden projects already 
engaging vulnerable groups and to help build 
their capacity to maintain and increase 
current efforts 

 Help develop new community gardens across 
Edinburgh, link them in to wider networks and 
connect to local community and agencies, 
identifying and filling gaps in provision 

 Improve knowledge and enjoyment of 
growing and eating. 

“Amazing to see what we’ve 

achieved in one day – you can 

expect more people next time cos 

this place is buzzing!” (Participant 

on Raised Bed Building workshop 

at the Hope Triangle Community 

Garden, Oxgangs) 
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Outputs 
 Ongoing development of online and hardcopy map of over 20 community garden projects across 

Edinburgh – distributed to 30 projects, featured at 10 external events. Consolidation of a strong 
community gardening network in the city with over 196 contacts receiving regular updates on funding, 
garden project activities, events and training as well as the wider e-bulletin 

 11 recipients of small grants in previous year visited and supported with ongoing development, second 
round of small grants awarded to 11 more projects this year. 26 attendees at networking meeting of 
project volunteers and coordinators from 23 different garden projects, incorporating training, 
discussions and practical activities 

 7 taster sessions delivered for 3 organisations working with health inequalities at 4 different garden 
projects, ongoing support to participants interested in continuing involvement in projects. 51 
volunteers signposted to community gardening projects, half that number supported to access Grow 
Your Own training, workshops or materials online 

 32 site visits at different projects and potential sites, including extensive research into Vacant & 
Derelict Land (VDL) sites around the city to identify gaps in provision and possible areas for 
development. Meetings with 5 different equalities organisations to develop BME strategy for 
community gardening, 6 taster sessions planned for 2013 growing season 

 Laid foundations for the establishment of 2 new community garden projects in Longstone and Oxgangs, 
drawing together stakeholders and running planning sessions. Identified sites for 2 new potential 
projects in Leith and Craigmillar with groups affected by health inequalities – ongoing support to 
establish gardens and access appropriate funding. 

 Visits to all 11 small grant recipients from previous year, supported to access further funding, identify 
new volunteers, run Grow Your Own workshops. Garden Volunteer Bank established to ensure regular 
stream of volunteers for existing garden projects, linked in with national bodies and support offered to 
10 projects across the city. 

 Site visits to 12 potential new projects under Health Inequalities Standing Group funding, 3 of which 
being taken forward with appropriate support. 7 projects (majority in Leith) supported to identify 
potential sites, extensive research into public liability insurance and valuation rates to facilitate 
progression of 4 of these projects. 

 7 taster sessions delivered incorporating training sessions of Growing Your Own, biodiversity in the 
garden and wild food. Attendance and support for 6 steering groups, 3 stakeholder meetings, and 4 
community events, leading to the development of 3 partnerships over growing, establishing sites and 
healthy eating. 

health & wellbeing - volunteering - skills development- community - social capital health & wellbeing - volunteering - skills development- community - social capital 
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The Project 
After a short first ‘year’ (January-March 2012) the Community Gardening Development Officer post has 
developed into one of city-wide networking, support for projects on the ground and direct work with 
communities through workshops and taster sessions. 
Particular highlights have included: 

 A hugely successful networking event (in collaboration with the Federation of City Farms & Community 
Gardens) that brought together community gardeners from all over the city and some from further 
afield. The event included a lively training element on Garden Design & Winter Gardening Activities 
and some energised discussions around supporting garden volunteers, skill sharing, and income 
generation. The participants forged relationships that have lasted and led to visits and further 
conversations. 

 A pilot series of taster sessions introducing a Community Learning & Development Health Group and a 
group from LGBT Centre for Health & Wellbeing to a number of different community garden projects. 
The participants got a chance to try out different gardening styles and settings, learn some basic skills, 
and meet other volunteers at the projects. Three of the participants have continued to participate at 
one of the projects, and the LGBT group have booked in another session at their own back garden for 
this year. 

 The small grants scheme has been a big hit, with 11 projects receiving grants in mid-2012 and a further 
11 in early 2013. The grants (£750 in the first year and £500 in the second) are too small to cover 
staffing costs, but an ideal size to cover the equipment and some basic infrastructure to get a garden 
project off the ground, or support an ongoing project with new tools or a Grow Your Own course. 
Many community garden projects are run on a shoe-string as they come directly from the local 
community and perhaps have never received any kind of funding before, so this kind of small grant is 
invaluable for keeping things going and giving the community an energy boost.  
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Community Gardening for Health Project value £45,000 
Funders  CEC 
Location Various sites 

Outcomes 
 To increase skills and knowledge of 

individuals, as well as exploring sustainable 
maintenance models for project delivery 

 To enhance Edinburgh’s greenspace 
resources, improving amenities and services 
for Edinburgh residents and workers 

 To improve Edinburgh’s natural environment 
through a wide range of positive interventions 

 To consult and engage with local people in 
relation to parks and greenspaces and strive 
to improve them according to community 
needs 

 To ensure that more disadvantaged people 
live in healthy environments and use 
greenspace 

 To increase participation in physical activity; 
including gardening 

 To increase social capital among 
disadvantaged people; reduced social 
isolation; increased community participation 

 To increase the number of disadvantaged 
people who eat healthily  

Outputs 
 Creation of 4 new community garden sites 

 26 site visits held 

 Consultation and development carried out on 
4 other sites 

 15 consultation sessions held 

 4 questionnaires distributed & analysed 

 24 gardening workshops held 

 89 people involved in community events 

 47 fruit bushes and trees planted 

 23 new raised beds created & planted 

 22 growing workshops delivered 

 236 people engaged in workshops 

 11 community gardens awarded small grants  
 

“The garden’s really accessible for 

our service users and they really 

enjoy getting involved”  

health & wellbeing - volunteering - skills development- community - social capital - regeneration 
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The Project 
The HISG Community Gardens Project aimed specifically to tackle health inequalities through the 
development of community gardens. Work focussed on targeted geographical areas of deprivation in 
Edinburgh, or in areas where there was particular evidence of need or communities of interest. 
 

We worked with Housing Associations, community centres and support initiatives to identify areas which 
would be suitable to develop into gardens, and to find groups that would be keen on becoming involved. We 
worked with Port of Leith Housing Association, Dunedin Canmore, Gate 55 in Wester Hailes, Prospect 
Community Housing, and Link-Up support in Lochend to discuss potential involvement and take sites 
forward.  We carried out consultations at a number of sites that have not developed into gardens at this 
stage but which may be developed at a later stage.  We created new sites at Wauchope Terrace, Gate 55 and 
Leith Links, with new sites under construction  at Real Life Options in Longstone and at Lochend House.  We 
are carrying out continuing discussions with Housing Associations to develop new potential growing sites 
over the coming year.      

health & wellbeing - volunteering - skills development- community - social capital - regeneration 
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Community Gardening Development 
in Midlothian and East Lothian 

Project value £13,020 
Funders  CSGN 
Location Midlothian and East Lothian 

Outcomes 
 Raised awareness amongst groups and 

community in East & Midlothian about 
benefits to be gained from community 
gardening initiatives 

 Increased capacity of groups through funding 
advice, capacity building ref volunteers; advice 
on how to progress from theory to practice; 
design support;  

 Increased social capital – achieved links 
between community groups, agencies, 
partners, volunteers and key people in local 
authorities.  

Longer term outcomes will be realised as longer 
term as project continues into year 2 

 Increased number of groups providing CG 
opportunities in the area 

 Improved quality of life and wellbeing through 
participation in such initiatives 

 Increase equality of participation by working 
with a wide range of partners and encouraging 
diverse participation throughout projects.  

Outputs 
 Mapping exercise 

 Worked with local authority officials and 
landowners to identify potential sites and link 
with groups; 

 Actively worked with 13 groups/organisations 
to identify their needs and requirements.   

 Supported development of 3 new sites in 
Prestonpans and Musselburgh 

 Supported 5+ further groups 

health & wellbeing - volunteering - skills development- community - social capital 

The Project 
We have worked to develop new community 
gardening projects in East Lothian and Midlothian, 
and in addition have been working to support 
existing sites where projects have become stalled or 
are struggling to develop.  The purpose of the work 
has been to raise awareness of the potential for 
community growing, to build capacity amongst local 
organisations to carry out community growing 
projects and to identify what kind of support is 
required. 
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We liaised with key partners in the areas, including local authority departments, community centres, schools, 
health authorities and community organisations in the progression of this project.  We have carried out the 
following activities: 

 Mapping & scoping of existing community gardening activities 

 Mapping of potential partners – including community/health centres; housing associations, community 
councils/community 

 Working with groups to identify what resources/knowledge required to develop their community 
gardening project and to provide the right level of support.  For example, some groups only need 
advice on funding, on how to set up a suitable formal arrangement, how to plan their project, while 
other needs need more hands on support with consultation and project planning. 

 Making links with volunteer centres in East and Midlothian with a view to setting up volunteer 
networks to connect individuals with community growing projects. 

 
As reported previously, we experienced a delay in the delivery of this project, due to a staffing issue which 
meant that instead of an existing part time staff member increasing their hours to extend to cover this work, 
we ended up employing someone outside the organisation to replace this staff member, who was unable to 
extend his hours.  This meant a delay in initial delivery, but we have managed to work with an excellent 
consultant and have been able to catch up. 
 
This first year of the project has enabled us to make real progress in developing a number of groups at 
different levels and with different needs.  As we now go into the growing season, we anticipate that most of 
these groups will be in a position to get actively involved in growing projects this year and we are continuing 
to support new groups as they come forward.  
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North Edinburgh Arts Project value £5,000 
Funders  Big Lottery via NEA 
Location North Edinburgh 

Outcomes 

 To increase the number of people using open 
spaces 

 To improve the quality of open spaces 

 To improve physical/mental health and 
wellbeing 

 To increase the number of opportunities for 
community gardening 

 To improve green infrastructure in the urban 
environment 

 To foster community pride and ownership, 
create stronger communities 

 Help to reduce health inequalities  

Outputs 
 Provided support for the development of Big 

Lottery bid 

 Carried out 1 consultation event 

 Engaged with 40 people 

 Project bid successful – project now underway 

The Project 
Following previous work with North Edinburgh Arts, 
ELGT worked with the NEA manager to develop 
firstly a first stage proposal, then a full project 
application to the Big Lottery Community Spaces 
Fund.  This phase of work involved the further 
development of the project concept and plans, 
involvement from various consultants to develop 
the plans further; consultation on plans.  ELGT then 
worked as part of the NEA bid team to develop the 
successful project application, providing advice on 
identifying outcomes, project planning, developing 
job descriptions, maintenance plans and local 
context.  The Trust will now be involved in 
supporting the delivery phase through advice and 
support, plus some engagement. 

health & wellbeing - volunteering - skills development- community - social capital - regeneration health & wellbeing - volunteering - skills development- community - social capital 
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Project value £4,600 
Funders  Mushroom Trust 
Location Loanhead 

Hawthorn Gardens 

Outcomes 
 To improve the quality of open spaces 

 To improve physical/mental health and 
wellbeing 

 To increase the number of opportunities for 
community gardening 

 To provide opportunities for volunteering 

 To improve green infrastructure in the urban 
environment 

 Increase number and quality of local 
maintained greenspaces 

 To foster community pride and ownership, 
create stronger communities 

 To help tackle climate change 

Outputs 
 12 growing workshops were prepared and 

delivered in the garden from March till 
November  

 1 volunteer was trained and supported during 
the programme of workshops to work in the 
garden with the residents  

The Project 
Over the previous year, ELGT had worked in 
partnership with Trust Housing Association to 
establish a community garden at the Hawthorn 
Gardens sheltered housing complex in Loanhead, 
Midlothian.  
 
There are 36 flats in the sheltered housing complex 
with 42 residents, aged from 50 to nearly 100 years 
old. Over 30% of the residents are frail with limited 
mobility. Other residents suffer from a variety of 
disabilities, health conditions and mental health 
problems such as depression and dementia, and 
also suffer emotional and psychological stress 
closely related to loneliness, isolation or loss of a 
loved one. 
 
ELGT extended a programme of community 
engagement workshops for the residents and staff 
at the complex for an extra growing season. 
 
The project was used as a tool for community 
capacity building, engaging with elderly residents 
and promoting healthy living, eating and living an 
active life and was used as a model by the Housing 
Association for other housing complexes. 
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Harmeny Community Garden  
Project value £22,000 
Funders  People's Postcode Trust, Edinburgh  

  Airport, Mushroom Trust, Awards for  All 
  and the RS Macdonald Charitable Trust 
Location Balerno 

Outcomes 
 To encourage environmental exploration  

 To introduce the children to growing 

 The children will have the opportunity to 
experience growing a wide range of produce 
and get the satisfaction of seeing plants 
mature 

 The vision for the allotment is that it will 
evolve gradually with the support of the local 
community 

 To provide a space that build their confidence 
and make them more receptive to learning 

 To allow them to experience the joys of 
gardening, spend time in the fresh air and 
become more active.  

 To improve relationships, behaviour, physical 
and emotional health, wellbeing and social 
skills.  

 To encourage volunteering  

Outputs 
 Developed funding package for the school to 

take the project forward 

 Created the main infrastructure of general 
groundworks, creation of paths through the 
site, hedging, a polytunnel and raised beds, 
water butt, composting facilities, tool store 
and a wooden classroom.  

 Delivered a open day where a variety of 
activities, including walks and planting took 
place 

 Strengthened ties between Harmeny School 
and the wider community 

The Project 
ELGT worked with Harmeny Education Trust to help 
develop, raise funds and deliver an allotment 
project within their grounds at Balerno. Harmeny 
Education Trust provides specialist education for 
vulnerable pupils who come from abusive and 
neglectful backgrounds. 
 
Harmeny wanted to develop a community allotment 
for the school and community growing. The 
community allotment has provided an opportunity 
for a more structured setting for therapeutic 
outdoor activities. The pupils get to enjoy gardening 
and spending time in the fresh air, therefore 
becoming more active. The project also purchased 
items to encourage environmental exploration such 
as a frog tunnel, habitat boxes, weather station and 
tools, and equipment to get the children started 
with growing, including tools, seeds, compost and 
pots etc. The vision for the allotment is for it to 
evolve gradually with the support of the local 
community, who were invited to take plots and help 
with maintenance – members of the community 
were very keen to become involved. 
 
The project produced several outcomes, including 
improved relationships, behaviour, physical and 
emotional health, wellbeing and social skills. The 
Friends of Harmeny provide a link to the wider 
community and fundraise on behalf of the school. 
The community garden is accessible to all staff, 
pupils, family members and other visitors. 

health & wellbeing - education  - volunteering - skills development- community health & wellbeing - volunteering - skills development- community - social capital 
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Harrison Park Community  
Garden Consultation 

Project value £1,098 
Funders  City of Edinburgh Council 
Location South West Edinburgh 

Outcomes 
 To identify demand within this area for the 

development of a community growing project. 
 To gather local community views on the 

proposed site. 
 To gauge the number of local people 

interested in being involved with the project. 
 To find out if there would be a high enough 

level of involvement to sustain a project.  

Outputs 
 Creation and analysis of an online community 

survey 

 Production of survey report with 
recommendations for progression 

The Consultation 
As the result of mixed responses to the removal of unauthorised cultivation around the Union canal, ELGT 
was asked by the City of Edinburgh Council to conduct a consultation within the area to find out local views 
on the possible development of a community growing project within Harrison Park. 
 
A consultation was undertaken to find out local opinions on community growing, the proposed site and 
whether individuals would like to be involved in this kind of project.   
 
The consultation took the form of an online survey which was available over a six week period between 
February and March 2013.  A total of 116 people completed the survey, which ELGT then analysed and 
compiled into a report with recommendations on potential next steps.  Although there was significant 
interest in taking part in community growing, the site itself was met with mixed feelings from the local 
community and ELGT recommended that alternative sites should be considered.  ELGT also recommended 
that the site consulted on could be used to create a herb area, which would provide a focus for community 
engagement and for people to use the herbs.  This is now being explored by CEC. 
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Barons Court 
Project value £44,545 
Funders  City of Edinburgh Council 
Location Craigentinny & Duddingston, 
  East Edinburgh  

Outcomes 
 Improve greenspace infrastructure in the 

urban environment 

 Delivering on the City of Edinburgh’s 
Allotments Strategy 

 Increase opportunities for growing your own 

Outputs 
 Delivery of 2 consultation events 

 Creation of 1950sqm allotment space 

 Creation of 20 half sized allotment plots 

 Creation of 200m path 

 Installation of 155m fencing 

 Installation of water supply and container 

The Project 
ELGT has been working with the City of Edinburgh Council for the past year, firstly to consult on the 
development of a project to create new allotment plots in the area, helping to deliver on the Council’s 
allotment strategy, responding to the widespread need for new allotment sites within the City.  This has 
entailed a long consultation process to allay  local concerns and gathered support from the majority of local 
residents, the community council and the Primary School.  The project completes in September 2013, to 
create a site which will offer 20 new half-sized allotment plots, prioritising local residents for 15 of those 
sites.  

health & wellbeing - allotments strategy - regeneration health & wellbeing - allotments strategy - regeneration 
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Kirkliston Allotments Project value £17,500 
Funders  City of Edinburgh Council 
Location Kirkliston, West Edinburgh 

Outcomes 
 Improve greenspace infrastructure in the 

urban environment 

 Delivering on the City of Edinburgh’s 
Allotments Strategy 

 Increase opportunities for growing your own 

Outputs 
 Delivery of 2 consultation events 

 Construction of 8 plots 

 Installation of shed 

 Construction of internal paths 

 Construction of fencing 

 Installation of water supply. 

The Project 
ELGT has been working with the City of Edinburgh Council to develop a new allotment site in Kirkliston, to 
the west of Edinburgh, helping to deliver on the Council’s allotment strategy, responding to the widespread 
need for new allotment sites within the City.  This project included a consultation process, which gathered a 
great deal of local support and will provide plots to local people.  The project completed in July 2013.  
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COMMUNITY  
INVOLVEMENT & EDUCATION 
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Innertube Map Phase 2 Project value £45,000 
Funders  Postcode Trust & Mushroom Trust 
Location Edinburgh City Cycleway 

Outcomes 
 To increase the number of people walking and 

cycling in Edinburgh 

 To increase active travel 

 To provide opportunities for volunteering 

 To raise awareness of the 75km of off-road 
paths 

 To improve green networks in Edinburgh 

 Improved cycling skills and cycle safety  

Outputs 
17 engagement sessions organised on the paths: 

 Total direct engagement Total engaged: 3,086 

 Conservation volunteering with young homeless people – 7 participants 

 Corporate volunteer sessions; 3 sessions, total 51 participants 

 Postcode Challenge – estimated min 500 participants plus 17 volunteers 

 Open conservation sessions – 2 wildflower planting drop-in – 22 participants 

 Art on the Paths, environmental art, willow bike creation, marking journeys stencils – 80 participants 

 Willow bike completion & display at Trinity Primary School – 25 participants 

 Bat watching x 2 sessions – 205 participants 

 Bird watching – 23 participants 

 Team challenges – 2 sessions organised with pre-site visits, but cancelled due to weather 

 Big Bulb Planting session – 40 participants 

 School bulb planting sessions at Drylaw – x 2; 38 participants in total 

 Contribution to Doors Open Day – maps circulated via key sites 

 2 x guided walks with Asian women’s group, 20 participants 

 1 x team challenge (15 participants) 

 2 x conservation drop-in sessions – Himalayan Balsam, 40 participants 

 2 x wildflower planting sessions, 20 participants 

 1 x food for free guided walk along the cycleways – Drylaw Cooking Group, 16 participants 

 Postcode Challenge 2013 – Walkers, cyclists and runners – engaged with 500 participants 

 
Bike sessions – cycle safely and bike polite 

 25 sessions planned (1 cancelled due to poor weather ) and delivered; checked and fixed 200 bikes; offered 
support and advice to 727 people. 

 Sky ride – cycle support stall provided opportunity to promote Innertubemap project and cycleways to 5000 
participants.  Engaged directly with an estimated 350 on the day. 

 
Graffiti art sessions 

 Engagement with Fet Lor Youth group – 6 sessions, 15 participants at each, creating Innertubemap 
artwork at Granton tunnel 

 
Social Media 

 Creation of new ‘Green’ Innertubemap 

 Migration of website to new platform 

 Continued blogging and development of social media relating to cycle path usage 

active travel- health & wellbeing - green networks - volunteering - community 
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The Project 
This was the second phase of a two year project to improve and promote Edinburgh’s off-road path network. 
We project managed this phase of work and worked in partnership with The Bike Station and People’s 
Postcode Trust to take this forward.  The project incorporated a programme of environmental improvement 
carried out by volunteers, community engagement programme to raise awareness of the routes and was 
backed by continued blogging on the Innertubemap website and social media. 
 
COMMUNITY 
The programme raised awareness of the cycleways as a place for health and wellbeing, conservation 
volunteering, social activities and active travel for pedestrians and cyclists, through an extensive programme 
of community activities, blogging and social media projects. 
 
We carried out a wide ranging programme of community engagement activities, including our flagship 
sessions which included two Postcode Challenge events, mass bulb planting sessions and Art on the Paths 
day.  Community engagement sessions included planting, environmental art, storytelling, guided activities – 
the most popular of these were bird and bat watching sessions, with two of the latter attracting over 100 
participants at each session. 
 
We worked with a graffiti artist and a youth group from a disadvantaged area of North Edinburgh, with 5 
sessions, each involving 15 young people, involved in creating a graffiti artwork in the Granton tunnel, 
depicting sites of local interest and themed around the Innertubemap concept, also including Postcode Trust 
and Innertubemap branding as part of the artwork. 
 
As part of the project our partners, The Bike Station, carried out 30 pathside bike repairs, advice and 
information sessions. 
 
Throughout the programme, we carried out community engagement sessions to encourage conservation 
volunteering, including tackling native species, new planting of bulbs, trees and wildflowers.  We are now 
seeing community conservation volunteering happening by itself: recently, we have seen groups tackling 
Himalayan Balsam, following our HB removal campaign; creating ‘dead hedges’ along the routes and 
vegetation clearance sessions. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA & PROMOTION 
Facebook: with improved tracking tools now in Facebook, we can see that our Facebook stories had over 
10,500 hits from January - March 2013, with gathered momentum showing that most posts gathers over 100 
views within the first hour of posting.    
Twitter: we now have over 1,710 followers on Twitter (plus all tweets retweeted via ELGT’s 3000 followers, 
plus other partners/ambassadors).   
Innertubemap website: There have been regular posts put up by team members, supporters and guests of 
the website and we are now seeing consistent commenting, with viral tweeting and facebook posting of 
stories.  

 Social Media projects – these have included a series of video interviews of influential spokespeople 
relating to the cycling world.  This has included cycle pundits and the City of Edinburgh Council Leader, 
Cllr Andrew Burns.  Another project included the creation of a crowd-sourced timelapse video, features 
key points on the cycleway, due for completion at the end of April and to incorporate the Postcode 
Challenge day and also the graffiti art project in the Granton underpass.  The Graffiti Art project itself 
has formed the focus for a social media project, with the artist blogging about the progress of the 
project. 

 The Green Map—Work is underway to create and promote the new greenspaces edition of the 
Innertube map, with artwork currently being finalised. We will be printing and distributing 10,000 
copies of the map in Spring 2013.  We have also  just managed to secure a full-page feature in the next 
edition of the Edinburgh Families magazine, which has a circulation of 20,000 in addition to its on-line 
presence. 

 Leaflets /fliers – we produced a flier and large scale poster about the Innertubemap website and blog, 
to explain to people how the blog works and telling them more about it.  This has been distributed at 
all of our community events (including those 
outside the programme of work) to raise 
awareness of the project. 

 
PARTNER FUNDING & INFLUENCE 

 Central Scotland Green Network featured the 
Innertubemap project as one of its exemplar 
project case studies in Summer 2012, for its 
environmental and engagement work, with 
particular plaudits for the social media 
elements of the project. 

 The high profile nature of the project has helped to raise political awareness of the cycleways and has 
helped to attract funding for improvement work to the routes.  This resulted in significant funding from 
the Council for the current and next financial years to support work along the routes.   

 This has also meant that the Council’s Leader Andrew Burns is following Innertubemap tweets and 
issues, with the result that issues on the paths are being addressed quickly by local Neighbourhood 
Teams. 

 We are currently awaiting the outcome of further funding bids for additional capital work and 
conservation and engagement work along the routes.  

 The Innertubemap project was one of the inspirations for the exciting ‘Leaf Bridge’ concept by 
architects Biomorphis, as an Edinburgh version of  New York’s High Line, and in turn was the subject of  

           an Innertubemap.com article.   

active travel - health & wellbeing - green networks - volunteering - community active travel - health & wellbeing - green networks - volunteering - community 
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BENEFITS 
This project has brought benefits at different levels: 

 Environmental education for children and adults, through activities such as planting, bird watching, bat 
watching; raising awareness of the wonderful natural resources running through the heart of the city 

 We provided opportunities for people to get involved in conservation volunteering, helping to create 
sociable activities.  This has encouraged local people to carry out conservation work by themselves or 
as part of small community groups 

 We have provided opportunities for people to learn more about their bikes, how to cycle safely and 
how their bikes can be adapted to make them more comfortable and more confident.  We distributed 
lights and are just getting branded reflective snap bands produced. 

 We have worked with hard to reach groups, including homeless and at risk of homeless young people, 
providing opportunities to get involved in positive activities to build confidence and feelings of self 
worth.  We are also working with groups of Asian women from a local mosque, to encourage them to 
use the cycleway to increase physical activity levels and to help them feel welcome and safe using the 
routes. 

 We have worked with young people from deprived backgrounds on positive projects, for example, the 
Fet Lor Youth Group who have been working on the graffiti art project in Granton tunnel. 

 It has raised the profile of the cycleways as a whole, politically and of their importance as a green 
network.  The Innertube brand has helped to endorse projects such as the Leaf Bridge. 

 The website has proved to be an effective publicity tool, generating an increasing number of hits, 
tweets and facebook likes.  We have been able to use this to benefit other projects and promote other 
activities, outwith the Innertubemap project to great effect. 
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“Finding out about nature’s secrets 

by exploring woodlands gives you a 

reason to go and visit them. I had a 

really good time and learned so 

much about the hidden woodland 

life.” 

Environmental Workshops Project value £4,112 
Funders  Forestry Commission, ELGT 
Location Various 

Outputs 
 Engaged with 140 participants 

 Planned and delivered 10 sessions: 
Bat Walk X 2 
Badger Walk 
Fungi Foray 
Woodland Christmas Crafts 
Woodland Tracks and Trails 
Bird Watching 
Basket Making 
Introduction Woodland Flora & Tree ID 
Food for Free 
Herbal First Aid 

Outcomes 
 Increase participation in environmental 

activities  

 Promote woodlands as places for health, 
education and enjoyment 

 Provide opportunities for people to gain new 
skills and knowledge 

 Help to make people feel a sense of 
ownership in the city’s woodland resources 
and encourage people to feel safe and 
welcome while using them 

 Help to promote mental and physical 
wellbeing through increased activity levels and 
contact with woodlands 

 Provide opportunities for social interaction  

The Project 
Forestry Commission Scotland Seedcorn Funding enabled ELGT to carry out a programme of environmental 
education sessions in woodlands.  These were aimed specifically at adults, although some were appropriate 
for children to attend with parents.  The purpose of the programme was to deliver a wide range of activities 
using local woodlands that are readily accessible to people in the urban areas of Edinburgh.  These activities 
aim to show the wealth of different flora and fauna in woodland and how people can enjoy them as part of 
their everyday lives.  As part of the workshop booking process, ELGT has, for some time now, prioritised 
those who have not had the opportunity to attend an environmental workshop before, so therefore reaching 
a wider range of participants. 

The programme encouraged people to use and enjoy their local woodlands, to feel comfortable and invited 
and to enhance the experience by improved knowledge and understanding of the woodlands. Encouraging 
increased usage of woodlands helped to promote healthy outdoor activities and enhance health and 
wellbeing.   

The workshop programme was specifically focussed on woodlands, and therefore the delivery locations 
included a variety of woodlands around the City of Edinburgh, ensuring that opportunities are available in 
different areas.  The sites included Corstorphine Hill, North Edinburgh Cycleway, Hailes Quarry Park, 
Swanston, Water of Leith and Hermitage of Braid. 

education - health & wellbeing - skills development - community - greenspace improvement 
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Sciennes Primary School Project value £5,500 
Funders  Awards for all 
Location Edinburgh South 

Outputs 
 Creation of biodiversity garden in front 

playground of school 

 57 children engaged through five workshops 

 One planting workshop held with summer 
after-school club 

 Four lunchtime planting workshops held with 
P4 classes and eco-group 

 Garden area at rear of school tidied and re-
planted with vegetables and biodiversity 
enhancing plants 

 One parent volunteer engaged with 
workshops  

Outcomes 
 To make an urban space more 

environmentally friendly by increasing 
biodiversity 

 To support environmental education by 
engaging children and adults with nature, in 
an area where few children have their own 
gardens. 

 To promote healthy eating by growing herbs, 
fruit and vegetables 

 To promote sustainable living through climate 
change education and local food sourcing 

 To create a ‘green oasis’ in an urban 
environment  

The Project 
We were approached by the school for assistance with engaging pupils in developing areas to the front and 
rear of the school building that would support biodiversity and food growing. Outdoor learning is a key aim 
of the school’s curriculum,  and the project aimed to enhance the scope for outdoor learning, and to benefit 
children with little experience in gardening and food growing. 
Over the course of a year, through consultation with the school staff, we held a number of workshops with 
children to develop their gardening skills, and support the development of a sustainable growing space. A 
bed in the front playground that had become compacted and damaged was dug out and replanted with a 
variety of biodiversity-enhancing plants, fruit trees and bushes. This involved the children in learning about 
biodiversity and looking after a space within the school grounds. 
 
A garden area to the rear of school that had become neglected was tidied and replanted with a variety of 
fruit bushes, herbs and vegetables. This was carried out through four lunchtime workshop sessions with the 
P4 classes next to the garden area and with the eco-group. A parent volunteer also engaged with two of the 
workshops, and it is hoped that more parents will become involved in the project and help to maintain the 
area, particularly over the summer holidays. 
 

An information pack was given to the school to help with year-round planning and development of the 
garden area. 

active travel- health & wellbeing - green networks - volunteering - community education - health & wellbeing - greenspace improvement - biodiversity - volunteering 
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Harrison Park Community Events Project value £2,167 
Funders  City of Edinburgh Council 
Location South West Edinburgh 

Outcomes 
 More people using open spaces 
 Improve health through physical activity 
 Foster community pride and ownership, 

create stronger communities 
 

Outputs  
 Delivered 4 community activity sessions 

 Engaged approx 112 people in community 
activities 

 Engaged 33 schoolchildren 

 Planted over 2000 bulbs  

play - health & wellbeing - education - volunteering - community 

The Programme 
ELGT has continued to work with the City of Edinburgh Council to promote community usage of Harrison 
Park, engaging the wider community in their local park.  We carried out a programme of environmental and 
outdoor activity days, designed to raise awareness of the natural value of the Park and other environmental 
issues, amongst the local community. ELGT also worked to engage the local primary schools with Harrison 
Park and raise awareness of its potential as a learning space.  The Trust ran a very well attended bat walk, 
with over 90 participants, family survival skills and storytelling sessions, as well as a bulb planting session 
with the local school children. 
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Project value £18,100 
Funders  Fields in Trust, CEC, 
  Transpennine Express 
Location South West Edinburgh 

Outcomes 
 To increase the number of people using 

open spaces 

 To improve the quality of open spaces 

 To encourage people to participate in 
outdoor education 

 To improve health and wellbeing 

 To provide opportunities for volunteering 

 To promote partnership working amongst 
local agencies 

Hailes Quarry Park 

Outputs 
 375 people involved in events in the park 

 17 events held for communities and schools 

 4 Steering Group meetings held 

 500 trees planted 

 2000 snowdrop bulbs planted 

 41 volunteers engaged  

 Goal ends installed 

 Delivery of 1 community activity day 

volunteering - education - health & wellbeing - greenspace improvement - regeneration - community 
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The Project 

ELGT continues to work in Hailes Quarry Park, engaging local communities with the park through activities, 
events, environmental education sessions and volunteering opportunities.  
 
With the summer of 2012 being one of the wettest on record, this severely affected the number of people 
attending events. The particularly affected the annual Fun Day, which in 2012 was run in conjunction with 
ASDA and aimed to encourage local families to get active. Due to severe downpours and flooding, only 5 
children attended; however, those who did had a fantastic time despite the rain. A scaled-down ‘Active 
Afternoon’ was planned to compensate, which in the event also took place in terrible weather. Families took 
part in canoeing and kayaking, climbing, cycling, catapult-making and space-hoppering.  
 
Despite the prevailing conditions, a number of successful events took place in sunshine, including the annual 
Mini Highland Games, run in partnership with the Wester Hailes Health Agency. This was the best-attended 
games in recent years, with over seventy people turning out to take part in activities such as haggis tossing 
and Irn Bru hoopla.  
 
Local schools were engaged in a number of activities 
to promote the use of the learning and discovery 
area within the park. These included the launch of 
the nature trail, a habitat hunt, bird feeder making 
and snowdrop bulb planting.  
 
The biodiversity of the park was further enhanced 
by the planting of around 500 trees with two local 
schools: Longstone Primary and Murrayburn 
Primary. Volunteers from the Princes Trust took part 
in a day of conservation activities including a litter 
pick, and corporate groups from British Gas and 
Scottish Widows also volunteered to maintain the 
cycle track and cut back vegetation from pathways. 
 
Hailes Quarry Park was also used as the location for 
the delivery of six Forest School sessions with the 
Hailesland Children and Families Centre. Further 
details about this can be found in the Forest Schools 
report. 
The Steering Group of representatives from local 
community councils and agencies continues to be 
active and meets quarterly to discuss the park’s 
development and plans for future activities. 
 
The park has retained its Green Flag and continues 
to be a space enjoyed by the community for a wide 
range of purposes. 
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Redford Woods Eco Education Project value £1785 
Funders  Mushroom Trust 
Location South West Edinburgh 

Outcomes 
 To improve health and wellbeing 

 To increase the number of people using open 
spaces 

 To promote environmental education 

 To foster community pride and ownership, 
create stronger communities 

Outputs 
 Delivered 3 woodland sessions 

 Engaged with 16 people 

 Engaged with 1 P4 Class from Colinton Primary 
School, 25 pupils  

The Project 

ELGT was approached by The City of Edinburgh 
Council to undertake a woodland management plan 
and capital improvement works to Redford Woods 
through funding supplied by the South-West 
Neighbourhood £10k and additional funding £55k 
secured by the Council from the Developer of the 
Care Home. 
 
ELGT commissioned contractors to undertake the 
tree works (safety felling, tree surgery, etc) as per 
the proposals in the management plan and the re-
moval and replacement of fencing, concrete posts, 
etc. 
 
The next step is to work with the School and the 
Care Home to bring groups together with further 
woodland sessions with the children and an oppor-
tunity for them to present their woodland area and 
the new skills they have gained to the residents of 
the care home.  

volunteering - education - health & wellbeing - greenspace improvement - regeneration - community education - health & wellbeing - skills development - community 
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Forest Schools 
Project value £14,695 
Funders  Forestry Commission,  
  Walter Scott & Partners 
Location Various 

Outcomes 
 To increase usage and quality of open spaces 

 To encourage outdoor and environmental 
education 

 To improve health and wellbeing 

 To encourage positive outdoor activities such 
as walking, environmental education and 
natural play 

 To increase the number and quality of 
greenspaces 

 To foster community pride and ownership and 
help to create stronger communities 

 Reduce anti social behaviour 

 Improve woodland and habitats  

Outputs 
 Delivered 24 forest school taster sessions 

 Engaged with 87 people 

 Engaged with 2 P4 Classes  

 Engaged with a Children & Families Centre 

 Engaged with Secondary Special School pupils 
of various ages  

“more pupils have engaged with 

Forest Schools than with any other 

additional learning experience 

we’ve done – a huge success!” 

“everyone loved the opportunity of 

getting out of the classroom and 

into a different environment” 
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The Project 
The Forestry Commission Scotland provided funding for the Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust to 
deliver four Forest School ‘taster programmes’ during winter 2012 and 2013. The programmes involved four 
schools and educational centres within Edinburgh: 
 

 Hailesland Children and Families Centre 

 Sighthill Primary School 

 Murrayburn Primary School 

 Dunedin School 
 
ELGT worked with staff to create and deliver a programme of 6 Forest School sessions to each group.  The 
programme was facilitated by ELGT staff, the class teacher/group leader and helpers, aimed to encourage 
pupils to experience outdoor learning, and take part in woodland-based activities that supported A 
Curriculum for Excellence. The programme also intended to introduce children to the outdoor space 
available in their local area, and encourage positive use of the woodland. 
 
Activities included: knot work, tree I.D., shelter building, furniture making, green men of the forest, tasting 
elderflower cordial, smelly woodland cocktails, storm kettles, fire-making, conservation work, photography, 
story sticks, scavenger hunts leaf crown making, bark rubbing, puppet making 
 
At the end of the programme ELGT and school/group staff carried out a more in depth evaluation of the 
programme and its impact on the children, identifying the following benefits and comments from teachers: 

 The school were glad to have had the opportunity to have experienced a ‘taster’ of Forest School and 
to consider how they can build on the experience. 

 Some of the children really engaged with the activities. They felt like learning was fun and responded 
well to learning outdoors. 

 It was good for the children to learn ‘life lessons’ such as basic firelighting skills, knots, teamwork and 
environmental responsibility. 

 The sessions gave pupils a greater understanding of nature, the wider world and their place within it. 

 The children showed support to each other during group circle time and activities especially to those 
children that required more support and attention.  

 In general the children were good listeners and paid attention to instructions given.  

 As the weeks were progressing we observed positive changes in the group and the individuals, as they 
became comfortable with the woodland, activities and facilitators and would take initiatives to their 
own learning and their natural play.  

 The kids loved practical work and progressed well when carrying out the challenges of shelter building, 
furniture making and conservation work. 

 Many of the children were extremely artistic and enjoyed creating quirky pieces of environmental art. 

 As the weeks progressed they were able to engage and communicate more productively and got more 
from the sessions in general.  

education - health & wellbeing - skills development - community 
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Harmeny Community Woodland 
Engagement   

Project value £3,279 
Funders  Harmeny Woodland Management 
  group, via CEC community grants  
Location Balerno 

Outcomes 
 To increase the number of people using open 

spaces 

 To encourage people to participate in outdoor 
education 

 To improve physical/mental health and 
wellbeing 

 To provide opportunities for volunteering 

 To encourage positive outdoor activities, such 
as cycling, walking, environmental education 

 To foster community pride and ownership, 
create stronger communities 

 Reduce anti social behaviour 

Outputs 
 1 environmental activity day and 1 

conservation skills event. 

 3 community events 

 2 local scouts wildlife guided walks 

 Creation and display of posters  and leaflets to 
promote the community events 

 A total of 74 people took part of the 
community events, including 36 children, and 
38 adults. 

 35 local scouts and 4 leaders attended the 
bat’s evenings 

 All participants lived locally as per our 
targeted group 

The Project 
Harmeny Woodland is owned by the Harmeny Education Trust and managed by the Harmeny Wood 
Management Group, a local steering group made up of members of the local Balerno community, Harmeny 
School and Harmeny Outdoors.  ELGT has been working with the group for a number of years to help make 
sure the woodland is maintained and managed for the benefit of the local community, to keep it safe and 
accessible for all. The Trust’s projects team carried out a series of events to promote the community 
woodland as an educational resource for the community and as a greenspace for exercise, learning new skills 
and connecting with nature.  
 
A series of community events used the woodland as a venue for environmental education workshops, 
including bush crafts for families, a Storytelling night, where children were encourage to bring their own 
lantern and listen to woodland related folk stories and a “Fungi foray” guided walk. Informal feedback 
indicated that participants had a very positive experience and requested more events in the future. Our final 
event included the planting of 4,000 native woodland bulbs. 

education - health & wellbeing - skills development - community - greenspace improvement 
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Spylaw Park Project value £7,695 
Funders  City of Edinburgh Council 
Location South West Edinburgh 

Outcomes 
 To improve the quality of open spaces 

 To improve green infrastructure in the urban 
environment 

 Increase number and quality of local 
maintained greenspaces 

 To foster community pride and ownership, 
create stronger communities 

 To help deliver on a specific strategy 
(Edinburgh & Lothians Forest and Woodland 
Strategy, CSGN, Scottish Forestry Strategy) 

 Improve woodland and habitats 

Outputs 
 Consultation carried out 

 Produced a woodland management plan for 
Spylaw Park. 

 Felled 3 hazardous trees. 

 Removed epicormic growth from entrances at 
Spylaw Street and along Woodhall Road. 

 Tree surgery at entrances at Spylaw Street, 
redwoods and along Woodhall Road. 

The Project 
ELGT carried out an extensive consultation to find 
out local opinion about the Park, its existing 
facilities and what improvements they felt could be 
made. 
 
ELGT then worked with The City of Edinburgh 
Council and Colinton Amenity association (CAA) to 
undertake a woodland management plan for Spylaw 
Park. A consultant was commissioned to undertake 
the woodland management plan and further 
funding sought to undertake the works proposed in 
the plan. The initial funding was supplied by the 
South-West Neighbourhood team (£20k). 
 
ELGT commissioned contractors to undertake the 
tree works (safety felling, tree surgery, epicormic 
removal, etc) in compartment 1 and along Woodhall 
Road as per the proposals in the management plan. 
 
The next step of the project it to undertake the 
surfacing of the entrance road to Spylaw House and 
secure further funding to allow for undertaking the 
remaining proposals in the management plan.  

woodland & green networks - community - greenspace improvement - volunteering 
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Davidson’s Mains Park 
Project value £28,101.05 
Funders  City of Edinburgh Council & Forestry 
  Commission Scotland 
Location North West Edinburgh 

Outcomes 
 To improve green infrastructure in the urban 

environment 

 Increase number and quality of local 
maintained greenspaces 

 To help deliver on a specific strategy 
(Edinburgh & Lothians Forest and Woodland 
Strategy, CSGN, Scottish Forestry Strategy) 

 Improve woodland and habitats 

 Increase woodland cover 

Outputs 
 12.75 hectares of woodland improved (safety 

felling, tree surgery, thinning, etc) 

 8 stumps removed 

 16 tree standards planted 

 240 metres of paths upgraded 

 1,500 tree whips planted 

 3 forest school sessions delivered for 28 
primary school children 

 1 forest schools  for secondary school science 
club, 10 participants aged 12-14 yrs  

 1 community volunteering event, 
 Involving 16 participants 
*  1 tree planting session, with 25 children The Project 

The City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) approached 
ELGT to undertake a WIAT application for the 
woodland at Davidson’s Mains Park. The woodland 
had recently been audited as part of a city wide 
project run by the Council and had generally only 
been managed for Dutch Elm Disease. 
 
A woodland management plan was written by ELGT 
as part of the WIAT application for woodland 
improvement works at the site. A number of 
presentations were given to local community groups 
and discussions held with Parks and Greenspace and 
the West Neighbourhood Office of the Council. 
 
A successful WIAT application was submitted to the 
Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) to undertake 
the proposals within the woodland management 
plan. As a result of this, a contractor was 
commissioned by ELGT on behalf of CEC to 
undertake the works. The woodland and access 
works prescribed in year 1 of the project (2012) 
have been completed. 
 
In parallel to the woodland work, ELGT delivered a 
series of Forest School sessions and community 
events to raise awareness of the woodland as a 
fantastic place to visit and enjoy. 
 
The next steps of the project are to complete the 
programme of works for 2013, including completing 
the remaining tree planting, invasive species 
clearance, tree works, interpretation boards, etc. 

education - woodland & green networks - volunteering - community - greenspace improvement 
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Lothian Woodland Creation  
Project 

Project value £38,700 
Funders  City of Edinburgh Council & 

  Central Scotland Green Network 
Location Various sites 

Outcomes 
 To help deliver on a specific strategy 

(Edinburgh & Lothians Forest and Woodland 
Strategy, CSGN, Scottish Forestry Strategy) 

 Improve woodland and habitats 

 To improve the quality of open spaces 

 To improve green infrastructure in the urban 
environment 

 Increase number and quality of local 
maintained greenspaces 

 To foster community pride and ownership, 
create stronger communities 

 Increase woodland cover 

The Project 
ELGT applied to the CSGN Development Fund for a 3 year Woodland Creation Project. The application was 
successful and ELGT received a grant of £28,700 to undertake a Woodland Creation & Green Network 
Delivery Project providing advice and support to landowners, local councils, community groups and third 
sector organisations. The project then received a further £10,000 from the City of Edinburgh Council. In the 
first year of this three year project this has resulted in 2 new applications to the Scottish Rural Development 
Programme and other funding sources for new woodland creation projects totalling 25 hectares. There are a 
further 4 woodland creation projects in development. A further 11 woodland management projects have 
been developed to bring over 20.5 hectares of existing woodland back into active management. 
 

The next steps are to continue the project in year 2 identifying new projects and source funding to undertake 
these projects through to delivery. 

Outputs 
 2 successful SRDP applications for new 

woodland creation totalling 25 hectares 

 Development of a further 4 Woodland 
Creation projects 

 Woodland management of 6 Millennium 
Woodland sites 

 Woodland management of 2 sites through 
WIAT schemes 

 Scoping exercise to identify some additional 
woodland creation sites within the Lothians 
area 

woodland & green networks - skills development - community - greenspace improvement 
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Cycleway Habitat Improvements 
Project value £48,000 
Funders  City of Edinburgh Council & 
  CSGN Development Fund 
Location  Edinburgh City Cycleway 

Outcomes 
 To help deliver on a specific strategy 

(Edinburgh & Lothians Forest and Woodland 
Strategy, CSGN, Scottish Forestry Strategy 

 Improve woodland and habitats 

 To increase the number of people using open 
spaces 

 To provide opportunities for volunteering 

 To improve green infrastructure in the urban 
environment 

 To foster community pride and ownership, 
create stronger communities 

 Promote active travel 

Outputs 
 6km of verge and woodland management 

along the cycleways including: 

 Removal of encroaching vegetation 

 Cutting back of overhanging branches and 
trees 

 Removal of hazardous trees 

 Cutting back of trees around street light 
standards 

 Community engagement programme 
promoted under the Innertubemap banner 

The Project 
ELGT carried out a project to assess and enhance 
key routes on Edinburgh’s City Cycleway network. 
This project identified areas for linear habitat 
enhancement on four cycleways in Edinburgh, also 
forming part of the core paths network, covering 
approximately 37km. The routes have been 
identified as having huge potential for habitat 
creation and enhancement and improving 
connectivity, thus optimising the benefit of an 
existing access network. The project also worked to 
raise the profile of the routes for cycling and 
walking, through a programme of conservation 
volunteering work.  
 
Detailed specifications and a workplan were 
produced with proposals for implementation, which 
include recommendations for some capital work, 
but also identified work which can be carried out by 
volunteers, as a means of engaging with the local 
communities and businesses in the areas and to 
promote usage of the routes for alternative 
transport and recreation. 
 
The workplan and proposals provided detailed 
specifications for tree works, including safety felling, 
thinning, tree surgery, edge management, etc. A 
number of routes along the cycleway network have 
been improved as part of the project, including 
along sections of Route 8 the North Edinburgh 
Paths. 

woodland & green network - active travel - greenspace improvement 
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Redford Wood 
Project value £21,980 
Funders  City of Edinburgh Council 
  Mushroom Trust 
Location South West Edinburgh 

Outcomes 
 To improve the quality of open spaces 

 Increase number and quality of local 
maintained greenspaces 

 Improve woodland and habitats 

 To help deliver on a specific strategy 
(Edinburgh & Lothians Forest and Woodland 
Strategy, CSGN, Scottish Forestry Strategy) 

Outputs 
 4.59 hectares of woodland improved (safety 

felling, tree surgery, thinning, etc) 

 Remove 35 concrete posts 

 Remove 375 metres of palisade fencing 

 Replacement railings for the bridge and 
adjacent Braid Burn 

 Remove concrete over the Braid Burn 

The Project 
ELGT was approached by The City of Edinburgh 
Council to undertake a woodland management plan 
and capital improvement works to Redford Woods 
through funding supplied by the South-West 
Neighbourhood £10k and additional funding £55k 
secured by the Council from the Developer of the 
Care Home. 
 
ELGT commissioned contractors to undertake the 
tree works (safety felling, tree surgery, etc) as per 
the proposals in the management plan and the 
removal and replacement of fencing, concrete 
posts, etc. 
 
The next step of the project is to complete the 
remaining proposals within the woodland 
management plan, including tree planting and path 
improvements, etc in year 2013/14. 

woodland & green network - active travel - greenspace improvement 
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Swanston Environmental & Path 
Improvements 

Project value £8,664 
Funders  The Mushroom Trust 
Location Swanston, Pentland Hills Regional 
  Park 

Outcomes 
 Improve walking routes into the Pentland Hills 

Regional Park 

 Increase opportunities for physical activity 

 Improve biodiversity and green networks 

Outputs 
 600m path improved 

 800 native trees planted 

 150m stretch of new native hedging planted 

 22 volunteers engaged in planting activities 

The Project 
We have been working with the landowner at Swanston over the past two years, on a number of 
improvements to benefit the landscape at this gateway to the Pentland Hills Regional Park. This included 
previous hedgeplanting, access work and woodland management of the landmark ‘T-Wood’ at Swanston. 
 
This year, we carried out additional environmental enhancement work, to help improve the character and 
richness of the landscape in this area, improving access into the Pentland Hills for walkers.   These 
improvements included woodland enrichment, by planting of a 150 metre stretch of new native hedging and 
planting 800 new mixed native trees over the winter.  We were able to involve volunteers in this planting. 
 
The project also included path improvements, enabling us to create another link in the Pentland path 
network, joining an existing path across the top of Lothianburn Golf Course to Hillend, a stretch of around 
800m.  This is a popular route with walkers, linking with pubs, golf courses and the dry ski slope at Hillend, 
but prior to improvement, the path became virtually impassable during wet weather and winter months 
along a particular 200m stretch (shown in red).  Following consultation with the landowner, we carried out 
general improvements to approximately 600m, where the route is generally good but uneven in places, and 
carried out more extensive improvements to the impassable 200m by installing new drainage and topping 
with hardcore and have now created  a path that is accessible for pedestrians year round. 

woodland & green network - access improvement - greenspace improvement woodland & green network - active travel - access improvement 
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REGENERATION 

regeneration - wppdland & green network - community - greenspace improvement 
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Vacant and Derelict Land 
Greening 

Project value £50,539 

Funders  Central Scotland Green Network Development 
  Fund; City of Edinburgh Council, Port of Leith 
  Housing Association, Mushroom Trust  
Location  Newhaven, North Edinburgh 

Outcomes 
 Bringing vacant and derelict land into 

beneficial use 

 Encourage regeneration  

 People feel good about physical surroundings 
– evidence shows that people are distressed 
by the derelict spaces on their doorsteps and 
there is a clear need to see positive steps 
being taken to improve their neighbourhoods. 

 Improve the amount of accessible greenspace 
in urban areas, available for health and well 
being 

 Increasing woodland cover in line with SFS 
targets 

 Reducing effect of climate change via carbon 
capture through tree planting 

 Investment in green infrastructure 

 Creation of habitats through greening 
interventions, support IHNs. 

Outputs 
 Development of two project sites, with 

progress to implementation at one site 

 Development of buy-in from three additional 
partners 

 Development of maintenance strategy 

 Delivery of 2 consultation & engagement 
events involving 36 people 

 Planted 1000 trees 

 Planted 13 street trees 

 Creation/improvement of 6350sqm grassland 

 Sowed 150 sqm wildflower area 

 Installed 225sqm paths 

The Project 
Further to the success of the earlier phase of CSGN funded work into the temporary greening of vacant land, 
ELGT were keen to carry out further projects in Edinburgh, to address the issue of brownfield, stalled and 
vacant/derelict sites which have the potential to make a positive contribution to the green network, 
regeneration of local areas and to the communities living there. 
 
We have recently carried out a very intense period of work at Craigmillar and Granton, to raise awareness of 
temporary greening/VDL projects amongst the council, community and developers, with the result that 
these measures are welcomed by all parties as being essential to the regeneration of the area.  This is 
particularly the case in Craigmillar, a SIMD 0-10% area, where greening measures have great potential 
benefits and where there are considerable community problems relating to health and social inequality, 
which can be addressed by a more positive local environment. 
 
During this phase, ELGT identified potential sites via CEC Zone Regeneration at Western Harbour and at 
Craigmillar where there are a number of sites for consideration, during the next phase. 
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Western Harbour 
We were approached as a result of the 2011-2012 phase of work at Granton, to see whether we could 
support temporary greening interventions at several sites at Western Harbour.  Much of this land is owned 
by Forth Ports, and although areas of land have been identified for future development, building is currently 
stalled indefinitely.  One area that had been identified as a potential project was the future public park, but 
as the land is still in the process of settlement the options were too limited. 
 
Following discussions with Forth Ports PLC and Port of Leith Housing Association an adjacent area of land 
identified as the “new school site” was raised as a target site as it currently is in a derelict state and directly 
opposite recently built houses.  Due to its size and condition it was agreed by our case officer to concentrate 
our efforts on establishing a temporary greenspace within this area and plans were developed to establish 
woodland, street trees and amenity grassland, with wildflower planted areas and the creation of a path 
following a desire line through the site. 
 
Community consultation has been undertaken and there was 100% support for the proposals, as the site 
conditions were causing distress to local residents.   
 

Craigmillar 
Based on the development of the 2011-2012 project, we worked with CEC and Parc to identify other 
potential sites in the Craigmillar area for temporary greening or, preferably, advanced structure planting.  
Parc identified several sites which may be considered for this project, including an area of Greendykes where 
development has started but again, has been stalled for some time.  There is a future plan for a public park 
for this area and some measures may be possible to create advance structure planting in this area.  
Alternative sites include the future Town Square where there may be opportunities to lay out a green 
infrastructure, as well as other sites similar to the one addressed in Phase 1, where areas of derelict open 
space can be brought into more productive management.   
 
Unfortunately as City of Edinburgh Council / PARC are developing a process to determine a “preferred 
developer” to work with revising the current Masterpan is was decided that until the developer is appointed 
it would not be beneficial to progress at this stage. It is the intention that the new developer will work in 
partnership with ELGT and CEC to identify greening projects in the next couple of months. 
 
During the development of this project POLHA expressed the desire to take on the lease of the land for 
maintenance purposes that will include an employability and training element to it. 

regeneration - wppdland & green network - community - greenspace improvement 
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Mavisbank House and Grounds, 
Loanhead (development phase) 

Project value £106,533 

Funders  Architectural Heritage Fund, Pilgrim Trust, Historic 

  Scotland, R&SB Clark Trust, Alex Hammond- 
  Chambers and small private donations.  

Location  Loanhead, Midlothian 

Outcomes 
 To restore the historic Mavisbank House and 

its grounds, secure public access and a viable 
future 

 To improve the quality of open spaces 

 To encourage people to participate in outdoor 
and cultural education 

 To help deliver on Forest Habitat Networks, 
Biodiversity, Health Inequalities, and Tourism 
strategies 

 Improve woodland and habitats 

Outputs 
 Developed partnership agreement and 

ministerial launch of the Concordat 

 Production of Options Appraisal, Business, 
Project and Fundraising Plans for project 

 Submission of major Heritage Lottery Fund 
Stage 1 grant application 

 Project exhibition and questionnaire survey on 
proposals with local community 

 Emergency works to remove vegetation and 
consolidate masonry on house wall heads 

 Developed footpath and access project for 
Mavisbank 

 Parliamentary reception for partners, 
supporters and potential funders. 

The Project 
The Mavisbank Restoration project is being 
promoted through ELGT’s subsidiary, the Mavisbank 
Trust, with the aim of restoring the internationally 
renowned A-listed house and opening the grounds 
as a new community greenspace. In May 2012, 
Historic Scotland, Midlothian Council, the 
Mavisbank Trust and ELGT signed a Concordat 
agreeing to take forward the project and providing 
solutions to difficulties such as access and 
ownership that had thwarted previous attempts.  
 
The work undertaken in this initial development 
stage with a professional team identified a 
sustainable project and produced a project plan, 
options appraisal, business plan and fundraising 
plan which provided supporting information for a 
£3.2m funding bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
towards a £5m total project cost. The Trust carried 
out limited emergency works on the house to 
prevent further deterioration and held discussions 
with business partners and other potential funders. 
 
The HLF bid was unsuccessful but the Trust has been 
invited to re-submit its application in December 
2013, subject to a number of issues being resolved. 
 
Once funding is approved in principal, the next 
phase of development over a period of 9-12 months 
will take the project to the completion of final 
funding and legal agreements and readiness to start 
work on site.  

“I don’t care what use they put this 

building to, so long as they get on 

w i th  i t .  S co t l and  w i thou t 

Mavisbank? It’s a sorry place!’’ 

Ptolomy Dean, BBC ’Restoration’, 

Architect and TV Presenter. 

Heritage - woodland & green networks - greenspace improvement 
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health & wellbeing - greenspace improvement - volunteering -  community 

ABOUT THE TRUST 

The Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust is an independent charity which provides support 
and expertise to help communities and landowners improve their natural environment.  ELGT 
leads and co-ordinates projects to improve the landscape and heritage of the Lothians, 
working with trusted partners and helping communities to connect with their local 
greenspaces. 
 
ELGT works to deliver a wide ranging programme of community and environmental projects, 
large and small, to help make a real and lasting difference to people’s lives, by transforming 
their natural environment and their relationship with it. 
 
ELGT receives core funding from Scottish Natural Heritage and the City of Edinburgh Council, 
with additional support from NHS Lothian, Forestry Commission Scotland and a wide range of 
trusts and foundations, companies and individuals.   
 
For further information or to make a donation to support our work please visit our website: 
www.elgt.org.uk 
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Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust 
109/11 Swanston Road, Edinburgh EH10 7DS 

0131 445 4025 - info@elgt.org.uk - www.elgt.org.uk 
A company limited by guarantee no. 132480  

and charity no: SC018196 


