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ELGT ‐ priority activities 2015‐18 

1. Better greenspaces for people and wildlife 

ELGT works to create and enhance greenspaces, prioritising places and neighbourhoods where this offers 

significant benefits in terms of improving people’s visual surroundings, and creating more bio‐diverse, 

healthy environments. 

2. Increased active travel 

ELGT recognises that greenspaces can make a valuable contribution to increasing active travel which brings 

benefits in terms of reduced carbon emissions and greater rates of physical activity, as well as added 

opportunities for visiting and experiencing the natural environment. Active travel routes provide 

opportunities to create and enhance green corridors and networks, bringing additional ecological benefits. 

3. Greater appreciation/understanding of greenspaces and natural capital 

ELGT believes that greater awareness and understanding of the importance, value and role of the natural 

environment can help everyone play a part in using, appreciating, protecting and enhancing greenspaces in 

Edinburgh and the Lothians. 

4. Direct involvement in gardening, growing, conservation and managing local greenspaces 

ELGT’s projects strive to empower communities and individuals to reconnect with the growing process in 

their immediate surroundings so as to better become engaged with their local community, have a stake in 

its management and a desire and the knowledge to become actively involved in local projects. 

5. Improved physical and mental health by engaging with greenspaces  

ELGT will work to capitalise on the role that greenspaces can play in 

tackling social and health inequalities, and in maintaining and 

improving people’s physical and mental well‐being through visiting 

woodlands, parks gardens and landscapes, using and enjoying them, as 

well as being involved in their maintenance. 

6. Maximised use of greenspaces as avenues for positive outcomes 

ELGT will champion the role that greenspaces and the natural 

environment play in delivering positive wider social, economic, 

environmental and other objectives.  

   



 

2017-18 Project Report 

Better greenspaces for people and wildlife 

 

Project Name Spylaw Park - woodland 

enhancements 

Project number 590 

Project Value £4,500.00 Funders Mushroom Trust 

Project detail 

 

ELGT has been working in partnership with the Colinton Amenity 
Association and the City of Edinburgh Council which produced a 
woodland and access management plan for the park. The 
management plan identified a number of ways in which the park 
could be improved, including areas which relate to the park’s tree 
and woodland cover, and to its access provision. The detailed 
proposals within the management plan had the objective of 
improving the access provision and overall quality and health of the 
woodland. ELGT have improved the biodiversity of the woodland, 
improved access and improved the overall amenity of the park 
through tree planting. The path network through the woodland in 
the southern banking of the Water of Leith has been scraped back 
and vegetation cut back to improve sight lines and access into the 
park. The park has also been awarded the Green Flag.  
 

Outputs • 1 new orientation sign 

• Cut back vegetation along path corridor 
 

Outcomes 

 

• To improve the quality of open spaces 

• Increase number and quality of local maintained greenspaces 

• Improve woodland and habitats 

• To increase the number of people using open spaces 

• To improve green infrastructure in the urban environment 

• To foster community pride and ownership, create stronger 
communities 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Project Name Netherton Farm Woodland 

Creation 

Project number 642 

Project Value £2,500.00 Funders Private individual 

Project detail 

 

Woodland creation project in Netherton Farm, Midlothian. The 

landowner was undertaking a project to plant 3 hectares of land as 

part of a woodland planting project and wanted to increase the 

number of trees being planted. ELGT undertook an SRDP application 

project to allow grant funding to plant an additional 3 hectares of 

land with Native Broad-leaves. 

Outputs • 1 SRDP Woodland Creation project 

• Planting of 3 hectares of native broad-leaves 
 

Outcomes 

 

• A visible aesthetic improvement to the landscape  

• Benefit local wildlife and increase biodiversity 

• Improve green networks and connectivity 

• Increase woodland cover 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Project Name Blinkbonny Biodiversity 

Improvements 

Project number 658 

Project Value £4,200.00 Funders Mushroom Trust 

Project detail 

 

Blinkbonny is a semi-rural area of Edinburgh in the South West of 
the City. The area had suffered from a number of years of neglect 
and benefited from a range of different biodiversity improvements. 
These included the management of hedges, cutting back of 
vegetation and tree and shrub planting. The work was undertaken 
using volunteers from the surrounding communities who use the 
resource.  

Outputs 

 

• 6 sessions delivered to undertake biodiversity improvements at 
specific locations in the Blinkbonny area 

• 450 wildflower plugs planted  

• 100 people, including local adults and young people, took part 
in the activity programme  

Outcomes 

 

• Improve the green networks within the area 

• Increased community engagement 

• Development of skills for the local community to ensure 
sustained maintenance of the area 

• Encourage use of the local park 

• Improved biodiversity of Blinkbonny Park 

• Local scouts achieving community / environmental challenge 

badge 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Project Name Newcraighall Play Park Project number 663 

Project Value £65,439.12 Funders City of Edinburgh Council & 

WREN 

Project detail 

 

 

The project involved the transformation of the play park at 
Newcraighall in the southeast of Edinburgh. The park is situated 
on the edge of the local community of Newcraighall. The play park 
was built in 1994 and was due for an upgrade. The local 
community came together to try and overcome some of the issues 
with the play park by running a wide-ranging community 
consultation programme to generate enthusiasm and ideas for 
making improvements as well as to change local perceptions. This 
process identified a number of opportunities where new play 
equipment could make some very immediate and visible 
improvements, which will in addition serve as a catalyst for 
subsequent activities.  
 
The physical works included the removal of all the existing play 
equipment and putting in a new wood chip and rubber safe 
surface. New equipment was installed for all abilities which 
enabled different ages groups to play. Additional seating enabled 
families to meet.  

 

Outputs 

 

 

• New rubber and woodchip surface 

• 2 cradle seats 

• Scramble & Slide play unit 

• Small Dish Roundabout 

• Crazy gander springer 

• Tightrope circuit 

• Additional seating 

Outcomes 

 

• Increased use of outdoor play 

• Improved appearance of the park 

• Less antisocial behaviour 



 

Project Name West Pilton Park Project number 665 

Project Value £14,032.00 Funders Postcode Lottery, Scottish Natural 

Heritage, Mushroom Trust 

Project detail 

 

 

 

 

Improved the appearance of the park from being open and desolate 
to one that has a positive impact on the local streetscape. New 
feature trees were planted along park boundary and principal paths 
which changed the nature and feel of the park. It improved the park 
landscape and broke up the large open ground, delineating the park 
edges. The local community were involved in selecting the tree 
species and the spacing to ensure that they did not obscure views 
and create hidden areas. It provided an opportunity to engage with 
the local children to plant bulbs around the base of the trees and 
within the woodland areas. Enabled the biodiversity of the park to 
be improved through conservation activities that encouraged the 
local community to take pride in the park. 

Outputs 

 

• Planted 27 new trees with a mixture of species 

• A total of 20 events including; 5 litter picks and 4 community 
drop in events, 9 Woodland bulb planting sessions & 2 herbal 
workshops   

• Around 400 people took part in the activities 

• Over 5000 bulbs planted 

Outcomes 

 

• Improve the appearance of the park and make a positive impact 
on the local streetscape 

• Enhance the biodiversity and park environment  

• Encourage the community to take pride in the park with greater 
use and improve people's perceptions of the area 

• Encourage further local park regeneration initiatives 

• Raise awareness of the natural value of the park and other 
environmental issues amongst the local primary school pupils 

• Provide local residents with new knowledge and skills 

  



 

Project Name Conference Square Trees Project number 670 

Project Value £2,000.00 Funders Mushroom Trust 

Project detail 

 

Conference Square in the centre of Edinburgh is a very urban space 

with little greening other than a few lime trees and some planters 

installed adjacent to the seating areas. In an attempt to improve the 

quality of the space and diversity of tree species, we planted three 

very interesting tree species in three existing tree pits which had 

dead trees in them. 

 

Outputs • Planted three heavy tree standards 
 

Outcomes 

 

• Improved aesthetic quality 

• Improved diversity of species in the Square 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Project Name CCP WIAT Woodland Management Project number 672 

Project Value £1,876.00 Funders Forestry Commission Scotland 

Project detail 

 

As part of the Craigmillar Woodland Engagement Project we have 

identified several improvements to the woodland and access 

provision of the Park. As part of the process of applying to the SRDP 

for WIAT Capital works, we have undertaken a woodland 

management plan which has identified the operations we would 

like to undertake including improving the woodland management 

of the site and on-going improvement of the path network. 

Outputs 

 

 

• Produced a management plan which integrates the 

management of woodlands and the open habitat, including 

assessment of: 

• Access provision including signage and the prioritisation of key 

routes, path condition and safety issues 

• Anti-social activity including litter / fires 

• Community involvement aimed at increasing local participation 

• Nature conservation and need for removal of non-native, 

invasive species 

• Educational use of the area including by any special needs 
groups 
 

Outcomes 

 

• The plan will lead to an improved path network in the site area 

• Improved interpretation/signage 

• Biodiversity improvements delivered with the local community 

and schools 

• Increased levels of local participation in woodland 

management, planning and project implementation by local 

people 

• Young people from a wide range of backgrounds involved in 

educational activities within the area 

• Woodlands and habitats in better overall condition with 

improved natural regeneration 

• Dangerous trees within the woodland, especially those close to 

property and paths will be risk assessed and removed as 

appropriate 

• The potential of the area as a resource for health and well being 
will be widely appreciated by local people through an increase 
in formal and informal usage of the site. 

  



 

Project Name Straiton Place Play Park Project number 680 

Project Value £62,261.00 Funders City of Edinburgh Council, 

Viridor Landfill Tax. 

Project detail 

 

 

 

The project involved the redevelopment of the play park at 
Straiton Place Park on the promenade at Portobello so that it 
better met the needs of the local community and visitors to the 
area. A survey was used to determine the priorities for the 
community which then helped shaped the plan. 

 
It also enabled the installation of green gym equipment. 
 

Outputs 

 

 

• New gym equipment including a chest press, a back strengthen 
piece, a sit up unit and a pull up unit. 

• New play park equipment including; an Olympic 2012 (2) seat 
swing, a mini climbing pyramid, a nexus altitude system and 3 
Matta grass mats. 

Outcomes 

 

• Increase the use of outdoor play 

• increase the physical health of the residents and visitors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Project Name Hailes Quarry Park - Wetland 

Improvements 

Project 

number 

685 

Project Value £24,999 Funders Postcode Lottery, The City 

of Edinburgh Council 

Project detail 

 

 

 

Hailes Quarry Park is 
often visited by 
birds as it is on the 
migration route but 
very few people are 
aware of this. ELGT 
transformed the 
wetland area by 
creating a 
boardwalk system 
that provides 
significant 
biodiversity and amenity gains. We created habitats that 
subsequently were colonised by amphibians, water loving birds 
and large numbers of invertebrates. Ran planting activities to 
encourage the local community to visit the park and learn more 
about nature. A new interpretation panel provides information 
about the biodiversity in the area. 

Outputs 

 

 

• A lined, open water pool to ensure that there was year-round 
water on-site 

• Built a new 47m board walk  

• Planted mature blocks of native wetland plants 

• Planted 2 large trees around the wetland area 

• Ran 6 conservations activities with local schools 

• 150 school children took part in conservation activities 

• Over 150 tree saplings were planted  

Outcomes 

 

• Made a visible improvement to the park by creating a very 
accessible feature 

• Improved the biodiversity of the park through the creation of a 
habitat for wildlife including wetland birds and invertebrates 

• Enabled school groups to learn more about the local 
biodiversity by taking part in pond dipping activities 

• Alleviated the flooding of paths in the area making it more 
inviting to the public  

• Enabled the wetland area to become a natural feature that will 
have regular nesting birds and a thriving wildlife 

• Encouraged the children to take greater pride in the park  

• Provides a unique opportunity to learn about wetland habitats 

• Change the perception of the area ensuring that it is a well 
maintained and used park 



 

Project Name Craigmillar Greenspace 

Improvements 

Project number 692 

Project Value £4,990.00 Funders EDI Group 

Project detail 

 

The site between the temporary greening project and the newly 

aligned Harewood Drive was a derelict space with no future plans 

for the site until the new civic square and school are due to be 

undertaken in 2019-20. In an attempt to make the area more 

aesthetically pleasing and continue the temporary greening space 

adjacent to the planned new civic square, ELGT delivered a new 

greenspace to complement the existing greenspace and newly 

planted trees on Harewood Drive. 

Outputs • 900 m2 of greenspace improvements 
 

Outcomes 

 

• Improve the appearance of the temporary greening area and 
make a positive impact on the local streetscape 

• Enhance the biodiversity and park environment  

• Encourage the community to take pride in the greenspace 

• Create and add to the greenspace landscape  

• Encourage further local park regeneration initiatives 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Project Name Balerno Woods Project number 698 

Project Value £4,680.00 Funders Mushroom Trust 

Project detail 

 

The Balerno & Currie area is surrounded by woodland and provides 
many opportunities for woodland activities. The sites included 
Blinkbonny Park & Redford Woods. Many of the local children were 
keen to learn more about woodland conservation and bush craft 
skills. The work involved educating groups of children about 
woodland and how to look after it. 
The activities included woodland 
thinning to manipulate the species 
balance in favour of native species 
and the removal of exotic 
regeneration. Enrichment planting 
was undertaken to help improve 
the species diversity and to develop 
an understorey layer as well as the 
construction of bird boxes.  
 
The programme supported 
members of the local scout troops 
to learn more about their local 
woodland and management as well 
as contribute towards achieving 
their forester activity badge. 
Groups included Balerno, Currie, 
Juniper Green & Colinton troops.  
  

Outputs 

 

 

• 12 sessions delivered  

• Engaged with 220 local people 

• 600 woodland wildflower plugs planted  

• Approx. 50 bird boxes constructed and installed in the 
woodlands 
 

Outcomes 

 

• Develop conservation and woodland managements skills of the 
local children  

• Improving the biodiversity and access of the woodlands  

• The local community benefitted by the passing on of these skills 
for a sustainable future 

 

 

 

 



 

Project Name Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park – 

Biodiversity Improvements 

Project number 709 

Project Value £4,137.00 Funders Mushroom Trust 

Project detail 

 

The project involved raising awareness of Burdiehouse Burn Valley 
Park through signage and a series of biodiversity events. The aim 
was to introduce participants to their local woodlands, allow them 
to explore them both informally and with more guided activities led 
by ELGT staff. Worked with a number of local community & 
voluntary groups including the Friends of Burdiehouse Burn Valley 
Park group who provide or run regular and organised programmes 
of activities for the local residents. There were conservation 
activities involving groups of local residents to carry out 
undergrowth clearance, crown lifting and burn conservation works. 
Ran nature walks including a bats night & bird watching. ELGT 
provided training to the volunteers which included an introduction 
to conservation activities where aspects of Health and Safety and 
risk assessments were also covered. The programme was 
developed with community leaders, providing demonstrations on 
the day to further develop their skills on the particular activity. The 
activities were all promoted through schools to target young 
people in the area and families. 

Outputs 

 

 

• 2 woodland management sessions with the friends of park 
group  

• 2 woodland management sessions delivered for local volunteers  

• Organised and publicised 2 nature walks for the local 
community 

• Around 400 people from the local community took part in 
activities    

Outcomes 

 

• Greater community appreciation of the wooded areas in BBVP 

• Reduced opportunities for wooded areas to become venues for 

anti-social behaviour 

Improve children’s/ young people’s communication and social 

skills as well as safety awareness of oneself and others 

• Raise awareness of their  local biodiversity and encourage them 
to use the park 

• Improve children’s positive mental attitude, self-esteem and 

confidence  

• Support woodland management skills and understanding 

• Support the learning and understanding of creatures that 
inhabit our local woodlands 

  



 

Project Name Little France Park Tree Planting Project number 717 

Project Value £13,613.00 Funders Trees for Cities 

Project detail 

 

The area of open space at Little France Park has been ear-

marked as a new greenspace for over 15 years as part of the 

local Craigmillar Masterplan. As part of the new greenspace 

the northern section was designated as suitable for woodland 

planting.  The project involved planting trees on publicly 

owned land in Edinburgh to improve the Forest Habitat 

Network. The project entailed tree planting days with local 

schools, community groups and corporate groups.  

Outputs • 7965 trees planted  

• 239 volunteers engaged with  
• 9 groups engaged  

Outcomes 

 

• A visible aesthetic 
improvement to the 
landscape which will 
foster a greater sense 
of pride of place 
within the community 

• Benefit local wildlife 
and increase 
biodiversity 

• Local ownership by 
the community 

• Increase woodland 
cover 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Increased Active Travel 

 

Project Name Little France Park Cycle Route 

Design Phase II 

Project number 671 

Project Value £14,216.00 Funders Sustrans, City of Edinburgh Council, 

Scottish Enterprise 

Project detail 

 

 

 

This project is Phase 2 of the successful Little France Park Cycle 

Route Creation, Phase 1 of which was completed in 2015-16.  This 

was a feasibility study into the continuation of this new Active 

Travel route from Little France Drive running south onto the Wisp. 

The feasibility study provided detailed design for the continuation 

of the path which will form a core structural element in the 

development of Little France Park.  This parkland is itself part of a 

large development area in south east Edinburgh and adjacent parts 

of Midlothian, including the regeneration area of Craigmillar, the 

new BioQuarter next to the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary and new 

housing developments in Shawfair (Midlothian). 

Following the feasibility study ELGT has begun work on building 

Phase II of the Active Travel Route, which will be completed in 

2018-19. 

Outputs • 1 Feasibility Study 
 

Outcomes 

 

• Support the creation of an Active Travel route 

• Promote active travel with local communities and local 
workforce within the BioQuarter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Project Name Little France Park Cycle Route 

Creation 

Project number 677 

Project Value £418,381  

(Total project  £740,881) 

Funders Sustans, Scottish Enterprise, 

NHS, City of Edinburgh Council 

Project detail 

 

 

 

ELGT started work on delivering Phase II of a new active travel route 

at Little France which has been funded by The City of Edinburgh 

Council, NHS, CSGN, Scottish Enterprise and Sustrans.  The area of 

greenspace at Little France Park had a number of desire line paths 

running through it, but no formal paths. 

 

Phase II of the project involves the creation of an active travel route 

connecting Little France Drive to the Wisp which includes Green 

Infrastructure improvements. It also involves connecting the existing 

path to the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. 

 

This project is part of an overall strategic route which aims to create a 

link through to Sheriffhall in the long term, improving active travel in 

the south of the City. 

 
Outputs •  1373 metres of new paths created 

Outcomes 

 

• Formalised the main routes 

• Improved active travel in the area 

• Help locals to access the hospital and adjacent communities 

• Encourage locals and tourists to enjoy the local environment and 

places of interest 

• Improve access provision around the bio-quarter 

• Improve existing active transport network and improve 

commuting to work 

 



 

Project Name St Marks Park Path Upgrade Project number 688 

Project Value £18,811.76 Funders SEStrans 

Project detail 

 

 

The project involved upgrading the surface of a route adjacent 

to the Water of Leith at St Marks Park in Edinburgh. The path is 

part of the Core Path Network CEC18 Water of Leith and 

upgraded an existing type 1 windust path prone to degradation 

from poor drainage to a better quality asphalt surface. 

 

Outputs • 107 metres of path upgraded 

Outcomes 

 

• Improve the amount of accessible greenspace in urban 

areas available for health and well being 

• Improve the path network along the Waters of Leith 

• Improve the active travel routes in the North-East of 

Edinburgh 

• Improve access to the Core Path and John Muir Way 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Project Name Water Of Leith Walkway Project number 724 

Project Value £40,000.00 Funders Sestran 

Project detail 

 

 

The project is an upgrading of the surface along the Water of 
Leith Walkway at Walkmill Loan, Lanark Road West in 
Edinburgh. The route is a Core Path and a Public Right of Way. 
The project has greatly improved the link along the Water of 
Leith heading eastwards from the access point on to the 
Walkway at Walkmill Loan. It is part of the National Cycle 
Network route 75 which links Glasgow and Edinburgh.  

It is part of the Sestrans Strategic Cross Boundary Cycle 
Development Publication which states that the Edinburgh South 
West link between Currie and Balerno could be improved with 
the Water of Leith path a key route which would benefit from 
an improved surface. The route upgrade has benefited local 
residents, commuters and tourists who use the route on a 
regular basis. 

Outputs • 1,045 metres of walkway upgraded 

Outcomes 

 

• Improve the amount of accessible greenspace in rural areas 

available for health and well being 

• Improve the path network along the Waters of Leith 

• Improve the active travel routes in the South-West of 

Edinburgh 

• Improve access to the Core Path and the Waters of Leith 
 

 

 



 

Greater appreciation /understanding of greenspaces and natural capital 

 

Project Name Heritage Crafts – Hermitage of 

Braid 

Project number 606 

Project Value £3,000.00 Funders Mushroom Trust 

Project detail 

 

Following on from previous work by the Walled garden, ELGT 

organised and promoted a number of workshops open to local 

residents and visitors alike to construct a wattle fence by one of the 

main entrances to the Hermitage of Braid. 

The workshops included the harvesting of branches within the area 

and the creation of an attractive & welcoming feature in the Nature 

Reserve. 

Outputs 

 

 

• 4 workshops delivered 

• A talk to local scout group facilitated  

• Approx. 30 metre fence length constructed  

Outcomes • Encourage community management of green spaces 

• Generate  urban rural connections  

• Provide new skills to local residents and visitors alike 

• Create a welcoming entrance  

• Offer volunteering opportunities 

• Promote heritage crafts in the city   

 

 

 

 

 



 

Project Name Hailes Quarry Park Project number 676 

Project Value £19,160.00 Funders Scottish Natural Heritage, 

Mushroom Trust 

Project detail 

 

 

Hailes Quarry Park is situated on the edge of the Wester Hailes 
area of Edinburgh and is surrounded by neighbourhoods that rank 
highly in the SIMD. Ongoing community engagement work in 
Hailes Quarry Park has involved events and activities for a range of 
groups in the local area, in addition to other ELGT programmes 
that use the park. Community groups have enjoyed a number of 
organised events that have encouraged use of the park and 
developed links with, enjoyment and conservation of the green 
space. The Hailes Quarry Park Steering Group continues to meet 
quarterly. Activities included: 

• litter pick 

• mini Highland 
Games 

• teddy bears’ picnic 

• family activity day 

• conservation 

• bird bath opening 

• wetland area 
opening 

• tree planting 

Outputs 

 

 

• 8 community activity days coordinated 

• 6 community groups engaged in activities 

• 3 community councils on the Hailes Quarry Park Steering 
Group 

• 7 regular Steering Group attendees 

• 222 people involved in activities in the park 

• 8 hours of conservation activities undertaken 

• 800 trees planted in wetland area 

Outcomes 

 

• Increased opportunities for people to gain new skills and 
knowledge 

• Increased number of people from community groups who 
regularly access the 

• Increased participation in environmental and outdoor-based 
activities 

• Improved health and physical wellbeing maximised through 
increased activity levels and 

• Increased contact with greenspace 

• Improved the promotion and number of people regularly using 
the park for health, wellbeing, learning and enjoyment 

• increased opportunities for social interaction through 
environmental activity 



 

Project Name Harrison Park Community 

Activities 

Project number 689 

Project Value £1,393.92 Funders City of Edinburgh Council, 

Mushroom Trust 

Project detail 

 

 

Harrison Park is a popular community park extending some 7 

hectares in size. It provides a 

range of recreational facilities 

including pitches, play area, 

cycle path and the Union Canal 

which runs along its southern 

boundary. 

ELGT staff ran a number of 

community events which 

included bat walks, planting 

activities, herbal workshop, 

owls displays, kite making as 

well as decorating the park’s 

Christmas tree using recycled & 

natural materials.  

Outputs 

 

• Over 800 people took part of the events 

• 2 bat walks delivered 

• 3 drop in family events including several activities at each 
event 

Outcomes 

 

• Raise awareness of the natural value of the park and other 

environmental issues amongst the local community  

• Provide local residents with new knowledge and skills 

• Have fun in the park  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Project Name Woodland Activities Project number 693 

Project Value £4,408.26 Funders Forestry Commission Scotland 

Project detail 

 

We ran a programme of structured woodland activities which 
involved working with four community-based groups. The groups 
work to support some of the most vulnerable and hard-to-reach 
adults in Edinburgh and Lothians. We engaged with community 
group leaders and workers in designing the programme, deciding on 
sessions, and identifying suitable woodlands. This involved meeting 
with them and doing 
site visits in each area.  
Each programme is 
designed so that 
leaders become more 
confident in taking 
their groups into 
woodland areas to do 
activities. We ran 
activities with the 
following;  
1. The BIG Project, Broomhouse 
2. Women Supporting Women (Pilton Community Health 

Partnership) 
3. The Welcoming  
4. Dads Work, Musselburgh 

Outputs 

 

 

• 4 community-based organisations encouraged to visit and enjoy 
local woodlands 

• 64 Community group members in total engaged with the 
programme; woodland knowledge and skills increased  

• 18 activity sessions in total delivered in a woodland setting  

• 2 delivered indoors with a woodland activity theme, due to 
adverse weather (high winds and snow warnings) 

Outcomes 

 

• Extended opportunities for people to gain new skills and 
knowledge 

• Increased participation in environmental and outdoor-based 
activities involving community groups to regularly access 
woodland areas 

• Increased use and promotion of woodlands as places for health, 
wellbeing, education and enjoyment 

• Greater numbers of people feel a sense of ownership in the 
city’s woodland resources and are encouraged to feel safe and 
welcome while using them 

• Mental and physical wellbeing maximised through increased 
activity levels and contact with woodlands 

• Greater opportunities for social interaction through 
environmental activity 



 

Project Name Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park 

community engagement 

Project number 694 

Project Value £4,468.32 Funders Forestry Commission 

Project detail 

 

We ran a programme of community activities in Burdiehouse Burn 
Valley Park Nature Reserve. This involved working with the Friends 
of Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park and the Gracemount Primary & 
High School. The primary school were keen to work with a number 
of P5 classes so that a range of children would have an opportunity 
for outdoor learning.  

Outputs 

 

 

• A total of 12 woodland sessions with 2 local schools 

• Training sessions offered to the leaders of group activities  

• Engage children in outdoor exploration activities.   

• Deliver woodland activities, including shelter building, tree and 
leaf identification and environmental art. 

• Facilitation of evaluation/review activities during and after each 
session. 

• Engage approximately 265 children and young people, 84 
volunteers.  

• Engage a mix of girls and boys with different abilities  

• Facilitation of woodland management skills sessions 

• 2 Woodland management sessions with the friends of group  

• 1 bushcraft session with the friends group   

• Undergrowth clearance, crown lifting and woodland planting  

• Organise and publicise a nature bat walk for the local 
community  

Outcomes 

 

• Increase safety awareness of oneself and others 
• Develop teachers as part of their CPD by giving confidence for 

them to continue the woodland activities. 
• Promote environmental awareness and the importance of 

woodland habitats  
• Reduce impact of vandalism/ litter in woodlands by encouraging 

socially-responsible behaviour 
• Improve children’s/ young people’s listening, communication, 

negotiation, verbal and social skills. 
• Improve children’s positive mental attitude, self-esteem and 

confidence  

• Enhance the local woodland flora  
• Support woodland management skills and understanding 
 

 

 

 



 

Project Name Meadowfield Park Outdoor 

Activities 

Project number 695 

Project Value £4,014.04 Funders Forestry Commission Scotland 

Project detail 

 

We worked with teachers and classes from Parson’s Green Primary 
School to deliver a programme of sessions of outdoor activities and 
woodland play sessions in Meadowfield Park. The sessions were 
spread between classes from P4 to P6 and took place throughout 
February and March. Sessions consisted of activities such as litter 
surveying, bird feeder making, woodland games and animal shelter 
building. Due to the unforeseen adverse weather at the beginning 
of March a couple of sessions were cancelled due to closure of the 
school, and a number more were conducted indoors. Additionally, 
the scheduled teacher training sessions were also postponed due to 
school closures and adverse weather; these will be rescheduled in 
due course.  

Outputs 

 

 

• A total of 5 woodland sessions delivered 

• 4 sessions indoors making bird feeders and woodland picture 
frames 

• 2 training sessions offered to teachers 

• 5 classes engaged 

• 107 children engaged in outdoor exploration activities.   

• 22 bags of litter collected from woodland and park areas 

• 30 bird feeders made 
 

Outcomes 

 

• Increased safety awareness of oneself and others 

• Teachers’ confidence developed for them to continue the 
development of natural play activities. 

• Environmental awareness and the importance of woodland 
habitats promoted  

• Impact of vandalism/ litter in woodlands reduced by 
encouraging socially-responsible behaviour 

• Children’s/ young people’s listening, communication, 
negotiation, verbal and social skills improved. 

• Children’s positive mental attitude, self-esteem and confidence 
improved 

• Local woodland area enhanced 
• Woodland conservation skills and understanding improved 
 

 

  



 

Project Name Craigmillar Woodland 

Community Engagement 

Project number 997 

Project Value £17,909.00 Funders Forestry Commission, EDI 

Project detail 

 

 

 

Focusing in and around Craigmillar Castle Park, this project has 
delivered a wide range of community engagement activities and 
volunteering opportunities that have fostered a greater 
understanding of nature and its value through community 
events, nature walks, natural play activities, workshops and 
practical conservation tasks. These opportunities have enabled 
the local community to learn new skills, get involved in 
volunteering activities, partake in active lifestyles skills and meet 
other local residents.  
 
We have worked alongside local schools, organisations and 
community groups to deliver several initiatives to further 
strengthen the project’s outcomes. The project is also identifying 
opportunities for woodland improvements within Craigmillar 
Castle Park through the Woods In and Around Towns scheme 
(WIAT).  
 

 

Outputs 

 

 

• 109 community engagement activities delivered  

• Engaged with 2580 local people  

• Successful in securing additional funding to deliver specific 
events  

• Delivered John Muir Family Award in partnership with Carr 
Gomm  

• Junior Ranger Programme with Castleview Primary and the 
University of Edinburgh delivered  

• Craigmillar Walking group in partnership with Connecting 
Craigmillar and the Thistle Foundation set-up  

• WIAT woodland management plan approved by FCS 
 

Outcomes 

 

• Greater community engagement with local woodlands and 
their associated benefits such as an increased value of green 
space and biodiversity and increased health and well-being  

• Increased community 
participation and cohesion  

• Increased opportunities for 
outdoor activities and 
healthy living  

• Increased number of people 
using and valuing 
Craigmillar Castle Park  

• WIAT woodland 
management plan approved by FCS 



 

Direct involvement in gardening/growing, conservation and managing local greenspaces 
 
 

 

Project Name Health Improvement Fund 

Community Gardening 

Project number 999 

Project Value £26,212.00 Funders City of Edinburgh Council, NHS 

Lothian 

Project detail 

 

 

ELGT’s Community Gardening Development Officer supports 
Edinburgh’s existing network of community gardens, as well as 
assisting with the development of new projects. This support 
includes: 

• identifying potential sites for new community gardens; 

• advising on all aspects of garden and project planning; 

• delivering gardening workshops and training; 

• publicising events, activity sessions and volunteer 

opportunities; 

• connecting new volunteers with their nearest garden; 

• helping third sector organisations develop gardens and 

activities for the benefit of their service users. 

Outputs 

 

 

• engaged with 23 partner organisations and garden projects, 

including 7 supporting minority or disabled groups 

• delivered 19 training workshops attended by a total of 121 

participants 

• supported 26 activity sessions attended by a total of 229 

participants 

• signposted 29 new volunteers to community gardening 

opportunities  

• visited 18 potential sites for new gardens 

• advised 25 potential new projects on project development, 

funding and horticultural matters 

• administered £5000 of “Growing Communities for Health” 

grant funding to 12 projects 

Outcomes 

 

• Supports people with health inequalities to keep them well 

• Volunteers from minority or SIMD background feel more 

involved in their community  

• New volunteers are introduced to community gardening, 

supporting the sustainability of the projects  

• Participants in community gardening develop new skills 



 

Project 

Name 

Ravenscroft Garden Project number 690 

Project 

Value 

£5,000.00 Funder Sleep Scotland 

Project 

detail 

 

Teens + is a day centre for young people with autism. During their 
attendance at the centre they participated in different activities as well as 
taking part in programmes and activities organised for the students, both 
as a small group and on an individual visit. They had an unused and 
uninterested garden at the back of the centre with French doors opening 
into the site which was identified as a potential space where they could 
group their own herbs, vegetables and fruits, take part in outdoor 
activities, and enjoy the sunny weather and relax! ELGT staff worked with 
students and staff to transform the space into a pleasant and appealing 
garden to enjoy. 

 

Outputs 

 

• A semi-circular planter 

• A Summer house 

• 2 corner planters 
 

Outcomes 

 

• Safety and awareness of oneself and others increased 

• Sensory stimulation activities provided for people with autism 
improving their sense of wellbeing 

• Increase social contact 

• Increase levels of participation in gardening activities 

• Students and tutors have helped design and develop their own new 
garden 

• Support workers can use the garden as a teaching tool for students 

• Staff will be able to run cooking sessions with the produce 
 



 

Project Name Health & Inequalities 

Community Gardening 

Project number 678 

Project Value £44,227.00 Funder NHS Lothian & City of Edinburgh 

Council (Health & Social Care) 

Project detail 

 

 

Community gardening projects which seek to deliver and support 
community gardens across Edinburgh.  We worked with 4 
community organisations to offer gardening advice and 
development support to establish growing spaces: Royal 
Edinburgh Islay which is a residential service for people with 
mental health issues combined with learning difficulties and 
behavioural issues.; 
Edinburgh College, 
Sighthill Campus 
working with 
vulnerable students. 
Firniehill Street young 
people care unit 

which provide care to 
several people in a 
home base; 
Cambridge Street 
which is the base for a 
Community Mental Health Team in the city centre. Activities at 
each garden site included consultation sessions, the construction 
of areas for gardening, and a series of workshops to ensure 
involvement from each group in growing activities to promote 
health and wellbeing. We specifically targeted organisations and 
agencies that work with communities facing health inequalities or 
in areas of multiple deprivation. Through a small grants scheme we 
also offered additional support to various community gardens in 
the way of funds to support the purchase of tools, seeds etc. 
 

Outputs 

 

 

• 7 consultation sessions with staff and service users 

• 5 garden construction workshops 

• 2 willow arch created 

• 1 keyhole composting garden created 

• 24 planting workshops 

Outcomes 

 

• Service users and staff feel involved in the garden development 
and design and inspired to use the garden area for activities 

• Improves empty sites through construction of beds and willow 
arch 

 

  



 

Improved physical and mental health by engaging with greenspaces 
 

 

Project Name Dementia Activities at Hermitage 

of Braid 

Project number 674 

Project Value £5,000 Funder Forestry Commission Scotland & TESCO 

Bags of Help 

Project detail 

 

 

We ran a programme of sessions in the Hermitage of Braid woodland 
area for people living with dementia and their carers or support 
workers. We initially recruited people through support services across 
the city including GPs, NHS services, community outreach groups and 
daycare centres. We ran a programme of 6 sessions in the summer 
2017 but found that numbers dwindled. We then worked with the 
Fairmilehead dementia-friendly singing group and ran a further 6 
sessions throughout the winter of 2017/18. Activities included: 

• Sensory walks 

• Shelter building 

• Knots 

• Tree dressing 

• Story sticks 

• Firelighting 

• Kellie kettles 

• Gentle exercise 

• Elder jewellery 
making 

• Singing 

• Herbal remedies 

• Christmas crafts 

Outputs • 12 sessions run over the course of 6 months 

• 10 people with dementia, support workers and carers engaged 

• 4 dementia-support agencies engaged with 

Outcomes 

 

• People living with dementia engaged in social activity in an outdoor 
setting 

• Physical health improved for people with dementia through gentle 
outdoor exercise 

• Sensory stimulation activities provided for people with dementia, 
improving their sense of wellbeing 

• People with dementia feel increasingly involved and included 

• Carers and support workers increase in support networks  

 

  



 

Project Name Branching Out Project number 679 

Project Value £9,683.00 Funder Forestry Commission Scotland, NHS 

Lothian 

Project detail 

 

 

We ran two programmes of Branching Out: one in Summer 2017 
with Cambridge Street House, and the second in Autumn 2017 with 
Pilton Equalities Partnership (PEP). The first programme was run at 
Carberry Estate, and the second at the Hermitage of Braid. 
Branching Out provides a programme of activities for people 
experiencing mental health issues, and their support workers. 
Activities included: 

Tree I.D., Shelter building, Knot tying, Woodland arts and 
crafts, Bushcraft skills, Cooking on a fire, Woodland walks, 
Bird watching  

The programme also included visits to the Re-Union Canal boat, and 
Redhall Walled Garden, to provide pathways for volunteering 
opportunities on completion of the programme. At the end of each 
programme, a celebration event was held to acknowledge the 
achievements of the group and to signpost to further opportunities. 
Each group worked towards the John Muir Discovery Awards and 
visited the John Muir Birthplace in Dunbar. 
 

Outputs 

 

 

• 21 people registered for Branching Out programmes 

• 6 support workers involved 

• 14 people awarded John Muir Award Discovery level 

• 24 sessions in total of Branching Out delivered 

• 6 bird boxes constructed 

• 4 people from Cambridge St House programme moved on to 
volunteer with the community garden 
 

Outcomes 

 

• Mental health of participants improved through involvement in 
woodland activities 

• Wellbeing and self-esteem improved through guided and group-
based activities 

• Physical health promoted through gentle outdoor exercise 

• Involvement in similar outdoor activities promoted. 

• Access to the outdoors for adults with mental health issues 
increased. 

• Knowledge of woodland areas increased 

• Woodland-based knowledge and conservation skills developed 

• Confidence in using woodland areas improved 
• Importance and understanding of conservation of woodland 

areas promoted 
 

 



 

Project Name South Edinburgh Healthy 

Lifestyle 

Project number 678 

Project Value £44,486.00 Funder NHS Lothian, City of Edinburgh Council 

(Health & Social Care), Scottish Natural 

Heritage, Robertson Trust 

Project detail

 

 

 

 

Developed the programme of activity in the South Edinburgh area to 

support healthy eating, physical activity and gaining access to local 

green space.  Focusing on ways to improve diet whilst on a budget 

and offering opportunities to grow your own produce.  Working in 

partnership with local 

organisations, community 

centres and link workers has 

allowed us to expand the 

project and gain better 

outcomes for the 

community. 

Working with the new Lifelong Learning Team with CEC has had a very 
positive impact on the way we can deliver our programmes of 
workshops as well as working in collaboration with Jog Scotland to set 
up jogging groups in the area too, which have been hugely popular 
and very sustainable.  
 

Outputs 

 

• 10 X 6 week programmes of events to introduce people to 

physical activity in the outdoors 

• A series of cooking sessions to encourage healthy cooking and 

eating on a budget 

• 10 growing workshops to grow their own produce 

• 6 environmental enhancement workshops to provide 

opportunities for people to take part in maintaining and becoming 

involved with their local environment 

Outcomes 

 

• Increase awareness of physical activity recommendations by 

public health professionals 

• Increase levels of participation in outdoor activities 

• Increase numbers of local people achieving recommended levels 

of physical activity 

• Improve health & wellbeing, confidence and self-esteem and 

social contact 

• Improve the local environment  

• Increase awareness of making healthier choices with eating habits 



 

Project Name South Edinburgh Community 

Health Initiative 

Project number 682 

Project Value £84,994.00 Funder NHS Lothian & City of Edinburgh 

Council (Health & Social Care) 

Project detail 

 

 

Working with the local community in Edinburgh to develop 
community health and well being in South Edinburgh. Involved 
outreach activities and drop-ins to get to know the local community 
and involve them in developing and participating in activities. 
Developed a unique brand to connect with people who are harder to 
reach.  Offered a variety of taster sessions to test interest in healthy 
lifestyle activities and to build relationships with the community.  
Developed relationships by organising and attending networking 
events.  Collaborated with other organisations and professionals 
working in the area to make a greater impact.  It has raised the profile 
of our project and kept us up to date of the changing landscape in the 
South East Locality. 
 

Outputs 

 

• 40 outreach workshops with local groups, providing opportunities 

to co-ordinate activities that meet community needs 

• 4 community taster events  

• 4 meetings with key stakeholders 20 drop-in sessions 

• 10 woodland & greenspace sessions 

• 10 walking session with a focus on the elderly, infirm & those with 

dementia 

• 10 gentle exercise with a focus on the elderly & those with 

mobility issues   

• 6 practical cooking courses  

• 10 food, health and nutrition sessions 

• 3 REHIS Food and Health courses  

• 3 REHIS Food Hygiene courses 

Outcomes 

 

• More people feel connected to their local environment and part of 

their community 

• Improve physical health & wellbeing, confidence and self esteem 

• Increase social contact 

• Improve the local environment and greenspace 

• Increasing community participation, reducing social isolation 

• Increased the number of people who know how to cook healthy 

meals 

 

 



 

Project Name Dementia Walks with 

Canalside 

Project number 687 

Project Value £2,000.00 Funder Paths For All 

Project detail

 

We worked with Canalside Day Centre in Wester Hailes to run a 
further programme of sessions in Hailes Quarry Park for people 
living with dementia. We met with staff at the centre before the 
start of the programme to develop suitable activities and consulted 
with support workers about dates and times. 
The centre brought the participants with a minibus to the park. We 
then ran activities that focussed on walking and enjoying nature. 
Each time, the group walked to the woodland area and back, and 
extended the walking distance slightly each time. The sessions also 
included activities that encouraged the group to enjoy the 
experience of being in the park. These activities included: 

• Birdwatching 

• Tai Chi and gentle 
movement 

• Memory sharing 

• Photography 

• Leaf bashing and 
bunting making 

• Kellie kettles and 
hot chocolate 

• Tree identification 

• Feely bags 

• Environmental games 

• Woodland crafts 

Outputs 

 

• 4 sessions run in Hailes Quarry Park 

• 2 sessions run at the Canalside Centre due to bad weather 

• 22 participants engaged overall 

• 7 support workers engaged 

• 1 session of Tai Chi facilitated 

• 1 bird watching walk facilitated 

Outcomes 

 

• People living with dementia engaged in social activity in an 
outdoor setting 

• Physical health improved for people with dementia through 
gentle outdoor exercise 

• Sensory stimulation activities provided for people with 
dementia, improving their sense of wellbeing 

• People with dementia feel increasingly involved and included 
 

 

 



 

Project Name Gamechanger Mental Health Project number 711 

Project Value £500.00 Funder Hibs Foundation 

Project detail 

 

Became involved with the Gamechanger campaign through our 
work with mental health programmes. The aim is to unlock the 
power and passion associated with football and to make greater 
use of all Hibernian’s physical, cultural and professional assets, to 
deliver a better, healthier future for the most vulnerable, 
disenfranchised or disadvantaged in our communities. We were 
involved with supporting a campaign to make Edinburgh a very 
special place at Christmas. A number of partners including 
Edinburgh Evening News, Heart of Midlothian Football Club, City of 
Edinburgh 
Council, 
Edinburgh 
Chamber of 
Commerce and 
Tesco were on 
board. Were 
invited to run 
wreath making 
workshops in 
the weeks 
before 
Christmas using Easter Road Stadium.  

Outputs • Ran 2 wreath making workshops at Easter Road Stadium  

• 53 participants took part. 
 

Outcomes 

 

• Helped people with mental health to enjoy Christmas 

• Reduced isolation  

• Helped raise awareness of mental health issues 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Maximised use of greenspaces as venues for positive outcomes 
 

 

Project Name Mavisbank Estate Community 

Engagement 

Project number 666 

Project Value £4,915.00 Funder Historic Environment Scotland, 

Mavisbank Trust 

Project detail 

 

ELGT developed and implemented a programme of events with 
the local primary school pupils that consisted of several outdoor 
& indoor sessions given young people the opportunity not only to 
lean more and enjoy its natural beauty but also the interesting 
history of the Mavisbank house 
  
Groups were provided with a selection of tools & activities to 
encourage a selection of pictures of those features more 
appealing to them and the creation of text describing the place 
and their experience to be used in a leaflet   
  
The aim of the programme was not only to encourage people into 
the grounds of Mavisbank, to enjoy the green space and to take 
part in a range of educational and fun activities but also to help 
raise awareness about Mavisbank and the profile of the project to 
safeguard its future as a place for people to enjoy. 
  

Outputs 

 

• 4 outdoor sessions  

• 2 indoor workshops 

• Worked with 75 children 

• Worked with 6 teachers and support workers  

• Creation of a leaflet  

Outcomes 

 

• Increased involvement of local schools in Mavisbank Grounds 

• Increased participation in environmental and outdoor-based 

activities  

• Improve children’s/ young people’s communication and social 

skills 

• Support the learning and understanding of the history of the 
house and its surroundings  

• Environmental awareness promoted 

• Children’s listening, communication, negotiation, verbal and 

social skills improved 

• Safety and awareness of oneself and others increased 

 

 



 

Project Name Scottish Biodiversity Strategy Project number 681 

Project Value £8,000.00 Funder Scottish Natural Heritage 

Project detail 

 

We have been working with the network of outdoor learning 
providers in Edinburgh as a delivery partner for SNH’s Learning in 
Local Greenspace Project. This aims to engage schools across 
Scotland in the highest SMID area with their local greenspace as 
sites for educational activities. This has involved us attending 
strategy meetings and working with staff from selected high 
schools and primary schools in SIMD areas in Edinburgh. 
An action plan was developed with each school to decide on ways 
in which to tackle perceived barriers to using local greenspaces. 
We then developed and delivered a programme of educational 
activities in local greenspaces and encouraged each school to 
continue to use greenspaces as part of the learning experience for 
pupils. 
The schools we worked with were:  

• Wester Hailes 
Education 
Centre (WHEC) 

• Clovenstone 
Primary School 

• Castleview 
Primary School 

• Forthview 
Primary School 

• Gracemount 
High School 
 

Outputs 

 

• 5 schools engaged in the programme 

• 5 development meetings held with school staff 

• 14 sessions with classes held in local greenspaces 

• 355 children involved in outdoor sessions 

• 30 teachers, assistants and parents involved in sessions 
 

Outcomes 

 

• pupils learn outdoors on a more regular basis 

• schools feel more supported in overcoming barriers to outdoor 
learning 

• increased partnership working between schools and delivery 
partners 

• pupils attainment increased though learning in an alternative 
environment 

• risk taking skills and emotional literacy developed 

• relevance and understanding of the natural world enhanced 
 

 



 

Project Name HLF Craigmillar Castle Park  Project number 684 

Project Value £10,000 Funders Heritage Lottery Fund  

Project detail 

 

The project involved a series of three Magical Woodland Walks 

through the woodlands of Craigmillar Castle Park. Working closely 

with the local community and schools, the events were designed to 

enable a greater understanding of local heritage, both natural and 

cultural.  

 

Outputs 

 

• 3 Magical Woodland Walk delivered  

• All events booked out  

• Attended by over 255 people  

Outcomes 

 

• Improved awareness and appreciation for local natural and local 
heritage 

• Provided an opportunity for local residents to connect with their 
local woodland and wildlife 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Project Name Woodburn Primary Woodland 

Activities 

Project number 696 

Project Value £3,304.08 Funder Forestry Commission Scotland 

Project detail 

 

We developed and implemented a programme of woodland 
activities within the woodland adjacent to Woodburn Primary School 
as well as two CPD sessions with the class teachers. 
 
The class programme included various activities such as litter surveys 
& clearance, shelter building, learning knots as well as environmental 
games to enhance the children’s knowledge of their local woodland, 
its flora and fauna. A total of 12 sessions were completed by the end 
of the programme  
 
Teachers also took part in 2 CPD sessions covering various skills such 
as tree ID, environmental art as well as those activities included in 
the pupils’ programme. Health & Safety was also included in the 
programme to give them confidence and encourage them to take 
groups out in the future 
 

Outputs 

 

• 12 woodland activity sessions delivered 

• 6 classes participated in the programme 

• 315 children benefitted from the programme 

• 57 teachers and parent helpers assisted with the sessions 

• 2 CPD teacher training sessions  
 

 • Increase safety awareness of oneself and others 
• Develop teachers as part of their CPD by giving confidence for 

them to continue the woodland activities. 
• Promote environmental awareness and the importance of 

woodland habitats  
• Reduce impact of vandalism/ litter in woodlands by encouraging 

socially-responsible behaviour 

• Improve children’s/ young people’s listening, communication, 
negotiation, verbal and social skills. 

• Improve children’s positive mental attitude, self-esteem and 
confidence  

• Enhance the local woodland flora  

• Support woodland management skills and understanding 
 

 

 

 



 

Project Name Gracemount High School John 

Muir Award 

Project number 702 

Project Value £500.00 Funder Gracemount High School 

Project detail 

 

We were approached by the Head of English at Gracemount High 
School to ask for assistance with developing and delivering a 
programme of activities for a group of S2s to take part in a John 
Muir Award. This was designed to be delivered in the same week 
as the S2 week away, for those who were unable to participate in 
the trip. Working with the English department, we delivered a 
week-long programme that took place in the school grounds and in 
Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park. This included activities such as 
shelter building, wildflower plug planting, tree ID, story sticks, 
kellie kettles, a litter pick, and learning about waste and 
biodegradability. 
 

Outputs 

 

• 2 planning sessions with school attended 

• 4 sessions of outdoor learning provided 

• 60 pupils engaged in activities 

• 7 activity sessions coordinated 

• 8 teachers and support workers engaged with  

• 12 bags of litter collected from local park 
 

Outcomes 

 

• Increased engagement with local outdoor greenspaces 

• John Muir Award attainment increased 

• Staff confidence in learning opportunities in the outdoors 
increased 

• Pupil attainment increased through alternative learning 
strategies 

• Increased knowledge of nature and the importance of engaging 
with the outdoors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Project Name Clovenstone Taster Forest 

School 

Project number 703 

Project Value £3,950.00 Funder Walter Scott Giving 

Project detail 

 

Facilitated a series of Forest School taster sessions with 
Clovenstone Primary in 2018. Delivered sessions with P4/5 up to 
P6 and with the newly-formed Nurture Group that consists of 6 
children who need additional support, selected from P1 and P2. 
The activities were developed to encourage play and exploration 
as well as teamwork and challenge. Activities focused on the 
senses, building, cooperation, and basic literacy skills. The 
programme 
was 
developed  
with 
guidance and 
support staff 
at the school 
and were 
developed to 
ensure that 
pupils 
benefitted 
from the outdoor environment and were able to take part in 
activities that would increase their interaction with nature and 
improve their teamworking and personal development skills.  

Outputs 

 

• 4 classes from the Nurture Group to P6 involved 

• 8 sessions facilitated in total 

• 102 children participated 

• 11 teachers, parents and support workers engaged in the 
programme overall 

Outcomes 

 

• Children and young people who participated in the sessions now 
have greater confidence in using woodlands as a safe 
environment in which to be and to learn. 

• The physical health of those involved has been improved 

through the encouragement to be more active outdoors. 

• Teachers and support staff were encouraged to use outdoor and 

woodland areas as sites for learning. 

• Mental wellbeing of participants has been promoted by 

spending more time outdoors and in woodlands, the benefits of 

which are extensively documented. 

• The environmental awareness and importance of conservation 

has been improved amongst participants.  

 



Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust

Project Report List 2017-18

Project name Description Amount 

Better greenspaces for people and wildlife

Spylaw Park Woodland enhancements £4,500.00

Netherton Farm Woodland enhancements £2,500.00

Blinkbonny Park Biodiversity Improvements £4,200.00

Newcraighall Play Park Play Spaces £65,439.12

West Pilton Park Greenspace Improvements £14,032.00

Conference Square Trees Biodiversity Improvements £2,000.00

CCP WIAT Woodland Management Plan Woodland enhancements £1,876.00

Straiton Place Park Play Spaces £62,261.00

Hailes Quarry Park Wetland creation £24,999.00

Craigmillar Castle Park Greenspace Improvements £4,990.00

Balerno Woods Woodland enhancements £4,680.00

Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park Biodiversity Improvements £4,137.00
Little France Park Tree Planting Greenspace Improvements £13,613.00

Increased Active Travel

Little France Park Cycle Route Phase II Active travel design £14,216.00

Little France Park Cycle Route Phase II Start of construction of Active Travel Route £418,381.00

St Marks Park Active travel path upgrade £18,811.76
Water of Leith Walkway Active travel path upgrade £40,000.00

Heritage Crafts – Hermitage of Braid Community engagement & improvement programme £3,000.00

Hailes Quarry Park Community engagement £19,160.00

Harrison Park Community Events Community engagement programme £1,393.92

Woodland Activities Increase use of woodlands £4,408.26

Burdiehouse Burn Valley Park Community engagement £4,468.32

Meadowfield Park Outdoor Activities Natural play activities £4,014.04
Craigmillar Woodland Engagement Community engagement £17,909.00

Direct involvement in gardening/growing, conservation and managing local greenspaces

Health Improvement Community Gardening Developing community gardens £26,216.00

Ravenscroft Garden Gardening workshops £5,000.00
Health & Inequalities Community Gardening Health & wellbeing community gardening £44,227.00

Improved physical and mental health by engaging with greenspaces 

Dementia Activities at Hermitage of Braid Woodland activities £5,000.00

Branching Out Woodland activities £9,683.00

South Edinburgh Healthy Lifestyles Health & wellbeing improvement programme £44,486.00

South Edinburgh Community Health Initiative                                              Health & wellbeing improvement programme £84,994.00

Dementia Walks with Canalside Green exercise £2,000.00
Gamechanger Mental Health Environmental Art Workshops £500.00

Maximised use of greenspaces as avenues for positive outcomes

Mavisbank Estate Community engagement £4,915.00

Scottish Biodiversity Strategy Learning in greenspace £8,000.00

Craigmillar Castle Park Heritage  Community engagement £10,000.00

Woodburn Primary Woodland Activities Educational activity £3,304.08

Gracemount High School John Muir Award Educational activity £500.00

Clovenstone Forest School Programme Educational activity £3,950.00
Total Project £1,000,010.42

Greater appreciation /understanding of greenspaces and natural capital



Greater appreciation/understanding of greenspaces and natural capital  
171 community activities 
4759 participants 

Maximised use of greenspaces as avenues for positive outcomes 
1 tree planting activities that generated media attention at Little  France 
42 forest school activities involving 1204 children 
Worked with 116 teachers to develop their knowledge 
Produced 1 woodland management plan to encourage inward investment  

Increased active travel 
1,373m of path created 
1,152m of paths upgraded 
1,000m of paths maintained 
10 bike club 

Direct involvement in gardening, growing, con-
servation & managing local greenspaces 
4 community gardens developed  
7 consultation sessions with 49 people  
5 construction sessions with 51 people  
50 growing workshops with 229 people  
29 new volunteers signposted to community     
gardens 

felt more valued 

felt that their opinion 
mattered  

felt more engaged with 
their community  

92%

92%

93%
felt they have gained 
new skills 

93%

Improved physical and mental health by engaging 
with greenspaces 
167 physical activity sessions involving 395 partici-
pants, 14 healthy eating cooking sessions with 148 
participants.10 gentle exercise sessions with 57 
older people.10 walking activities with 64 people. 
18 woodland activities with 32 dementia sufferers.  

93%
felt more confident 
about themselves 

92%
more aware of the    
importance of eating 
healthily 

Greenspaces for people and wildlife 
2 new play areas created 
9500 bulbs planted 
8,056 new trees 
3,550 new plants 
2 new info signs 
1 wetland boardwalk 



WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING SUPPORTERS 

Booking.com 
City of Edinburgh Council 
EVOC 
Forestry Commission Scotland 
Groundwork UK 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
Hibernian Community Foundation 
Historic Environment Scotland 
Mavisbank Trust 
MediaCom 
Midlothian Council 
Ministry of Defence Covenant Fund 
Mushroom Trust  
Netherton Farm 

NHS Lothian 
PARC Craigmillar 
Paths for All 
People's Postcode Lottery 
Royal Bank of Scotland 
RHS Scotland 
Robertson Trust 
Scottish Enterprise 
Scottish Natural Heritage 
SEStran 
Sleep Scotland 
Sustrans 
Trees for Cities 
Viridor Credits 
Walter Scott & Partners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE TRUST, PLEASE CONTACT US: 
 
109/11 Swanston Road, Edinburgh EH10 7DS 
0131 445 4025 
info@elgt.org.uk 
or visit our website at www.elgt.org.uk 
 
 

OUR STAFF 

The Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust is a 
Company Limited by Guarantee No: 132480 and 
a charity recognised in Scotland No: SC018196 

Search Edinburgh Greenspace Trust 

@greenspacetrust 

Charlie Cumming Chief Executive 
 

Abby Boultbee Community Projects Officer 

Ross Woodside Project Programme Manager 
 

Esperanza Martin Gil Community Projects Officer 

Richard Darke Fundraising & Communications 
Manager 

Ruth Wyatt Community Projects Officer 

Jenni Green Finance & Office Manager Ben McCallum Craigmillar Woodland 
Engagement Officer 

Amy Alcorn/
Caroline Bryden 

Community Gardening Officer Kim Sibbald Healthy Lifestyles Officer 
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